Russia, NATO 
Finalize Key 
Accord 


MOSCOW — Russia and NATO 
agreed on the text of a document 
here Wednesday defining their 
future relations after the planned 
enlargement of the Western 
alliance, and lifting the threat of a 
new Cold War in Europe. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov znnounced 
that be had reached a “full agree- 
ment” with NATO Secretary- 
Generel Javier Solana, and both 
officials were beaming as they 
briefed reporters on their grueling 
negotiations at the Foreign Minis- 
try residence. 

Primakov said the agreement, 
which covered military and politi- 
cal issues, would be handed to 
President Boris Yeltsin and the 
leaders of the 16 NATO countries 
for approval. 

Once approved, *“the road to 
signing in Paris will be open," 
Primakov said. 9 

1 2 ا ا 6 ق‎ 
an accord with NATO in Paris on 
May 27. 

Primakov and Solana started 
their sixth round of talks Tuesday 
in a bid to finalize the accord, to 
be called the founding act, which 
has been uoder negotiation since 

January. 

“This is a great victory for the 
world community, Russia and the 
other countries interested in 
peace," Primakov said. 

Solana said the agreement was 
“‘“a joint success, '" and stressed that 
the negotiations had been “very 
difficult "" 

‘We worked yesterday after- 
noon, all night and this morming,"” 
Solana said, adding: “TI hope the 
document will be approved, so that 
it can be signed on May 27 in 

He also praised Primakov as “a 
tough, iotelligent negotiator, who 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Russia to Remain 
(hechnya’s Hain 
Partner 


will be placed ahead of the West 
and Arab countries, Chechen 
President Aslan Maskhadov said 
Wednesday. 1 

“Russia is a great power,” 
Maskhadov, who was cited by the 
ITAR-TASS news agency, said. 
“She is close to us and today 
everything links us economically. 

“That is why I am cormmitted 
to Russia, much more so than the 
West and the Muslim world.” 

Maskhadov made bis statement 
Tuesday upon his retum to the 
north Caucasus republic following 
a visit to Moscow, the news 
agency said. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Turkey Says Israel Mililcry 
Exercises 0 60 Ahead 


Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
summit, and arrived here 
Wednesday. 

During his 6-day tour the presi- 
dent discussed with senior Tajik 
and Turkmen officials. 

In Dushanbe, Turkmenistan he 
attended the 10-member ECO 
sunaruit. 

Meanwhile before leaving 
Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan, Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
called as beneficial the decision 
taken by Heads of the Economic 
Cooperation countries for forma- 
tion of a particular committee to 
examine the projects for transpor- 
tation of Central Asia's gas and 
oil. ۴ 

Speaking at a joint press con- 
ference after the end of ECO sum- 
mit, Rafsanjani stressed that the 
committee will examine ways for 
transportation of ol and gas to 
oversees free from political obser- 
vation and merely with due atten- 
tion to economic requirements. 

Calling valuable all the deci- 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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President Winds Up 
Ceniral Asian Tour 


ا ی ق یک کے کے کہ ھی بے ی چم کے یع م ای و 
mation and protected bythe selfencrifices of our loved ones during military, Political and economic upheavals, is now to stage the historic‏ `„ 
event ofthe seventh presidential election. Tha seteened people of Iran, directed by die Supeenie Laader, Ayatollah Khamasei, wll determine‏ , 


کے ےھ کے ھک کد کے اھ کے کو ا ا کہ کی تھ کا کے ا و . 


. ` We, the mermbers of Mir Haseein Musav’s cabinet, see these merits in Hojjatoleslaxn Seyed Mohammad Khatami and iıtroduce this 
` ` .revelitiomary scholar, with whom we have had the honor of fighting against the enemies during the tarbulent days of the sacred defense, to 


ا ا ا ىە 
FEPope JÎ duri bis recent‏ 2 

: ng visit to 

+ WIth great rêgret we read hı same Lebanese 

BEWEPApErS ... a false accucation against Hamas,” 

a l.a statement published by Beirut 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 24 PAGES, PRICE 200 RIALS 


Turkish Troops Launch 
Ineursion Into Northern Iraq 


Since early April 50,000 The Ira Tehran Times Service 
some qi emen oF on 5 
troops and hundreds of . Wednesday E j E 


two-Central Asian nation tour, to 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan 
where he attended the Economic 


٠ Ais eax kS hic xoCkad aailaiî an ied aû dÎ 

emao o pl ar Aa pa ere aer ea infrastructute. An old 
woman mourns the tragic death of her belovêd ones in the killer quale which leveled villages near the 
۱ cities of Qaen and Birjand in Khorasan Province, ling 1,560 and injuring house dS oa ak 


٠ The Support 
°“ of Some Former Ministers of 
. Mir Hussein Musavi’s 
, _ Dutiful Cabinet for Hojjatoleslam 
Seyed Mohammad Khatazrî 


In the Name of fhe Most High 


their own destiny by casting their votes om May 23, 1997. 


2 . 'Hinight anil political efficiency as the next president. 
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support him ss the legal givir. 
‘ment. The. Afghav president xlso 


expressed hope thal the crisis-id. 


his conntry would soon. sate f 
through the restoration of his gov 
emment’'s sovereignty. .: 


President Rafsanjaiii wislied 


for the prosperity and succeag Of ,; 


the Afghan natioo, exproxaing. 
hope that the official regime of ` 
President Rabbeni with tbe cûutri- 
bution of the Afghan people end 
bloodshed and fratricide in Af. 
ghanistan and make collective ef- 
forts to help reconstract the : 


War-{OIR country. 


Ee 


Rk further read, “f deem it nec- 
essary to express my deep griefs 
to you, Mr. president, and to the 
respectable nation and specifically 
the bereaved families, praying to 
the Almighty Allah to bestow the 
soul of the victims of the earth- 
quake the highest position in the 
hereafter, the injured victims a 


entific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Federico Mayor 
Zaragoza in his meeting on Mon- 
day with Iran’s Permanent Repre-. 
sentative to the organization 


Zaragoza expressing regret on 
the deadly incident asked Saddoq 
to convey bis condolence to the 
Iranian officials. and to the be- 
reaved families of the victims. 

Meanwhile, in their meetings 
with the Iranian representative 
some of the eavoys of the - 

1 CO member ‘statès such as 
the Russian envoy. offered sympa- 
thy on behalf of rtheir 
goveruments for the Victims of the 

earthquake. 


Earlier, in two separatè mes- 
sages to Iranian officials fhe 
UNESCO director gêneral and the 
head of the Executive Council ex- i 
a grief over the deadly 


E 
exercises against the hjpothetical 2 
aay ad Hs pois E 1 


` The joint ‘Salman Fak. هط‎ 
neuvers, .code-named ‘Y4 , 
Husseine Shakid” covering, a. 
area öf 24,000-nautical. miles i2 i 
south of the Persian Gulf; started ; 
in Jask' Port on Sunday and wil . 


; extend to he Second Navel Bare 1 
` of Bushehr. 0 : 


` Khorasan 


Narurbaye, Rabbani Confer With President Rafsumjani 


representative of his counlry amd. 


Calling the two countrieş’ link 
through the Caspian Sea 2 signifi” 
cant privilege to expand bilateral 
trade ties, the presidert said that 
Iran and Kazakhstan are reliabje 
trade partners in the region. 


President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani of Afghanistan also beld a 
separate meeting with President 
Rafsanjani in Ashkhabad on 
Wednesday. 


ECO summit as the only repre- 
sentative of Afghanistan, he said 
sentative of Afghanistan, he said 
that the member states of ECO 
share the view that he is the only 


ASHKHABAD, Turkmenistan May 14) — 
and President Rabbani hold talks here. 


eclirn ondolrs for enlery Fon Condolence esmages on urle Doasler 


e 
and people of Thailand, I would 
like.to extend my profomd sym- 
pathy and condolence to you and 
to the bereaved families of the 


Tuesday in which he expressed . 


sympathy with survivors of the 
deadly quake which hit the north- 
eastem province of Khorasan. 

Meanwhile, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohammad 
and Foreign Minister Abdullah 
sages to President Rafsanjani and 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati on the sad occasion on Tues- 
day. 

În their messages they condoled 
with bereaved families and the Ira- 
nian nation on the disaster on be- 
half of their government and 
nation. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Asef 
Hosseini, leader of Afghanistan's 


` Harakat-e Islami Party iesued a 


condolence comrnmiîque on Tues- 
day on the catastrophic disaster. 
. The statement extended Af- 


Hani le”s condol ا‎ 


the president of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran and the people. 
A portion of communique read 


ter which took the lives of many . 


and which has left a number of 
families bereft, has deeply touched 


ard Stage of ‘Salman Fateh’ 
Maneuvers Launched ` - 


Tehran Ties Service . 
TEHRAN — The third stage of 
‘Salman Fateh’ maneuvers was 
lamched in the Persiar Gulf and 
Sea of Oman by Iranian naval and. 
air forces on Tuesday. 

In this stage called “duty offi- 
cer"", tbe participating forces car- 
ried out defense operations agains 
the chemical attacks of the hypo- 
thetical enemy, an IRNA report 
said. 

Navy commandos and Air 
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in the Rame of God 


ا م 8 ا 
ASHKHABAD, Turkmenistan (May 14) — President Rafsanjani‏ 
and President Nazarbayev Shake hands in a meeting here.‏ 


Caspian Sea ports soon. He further 


applauded Iran’s cooperation with . 


Kazakhstan in oil sector. 


Underlining that there is no ob- 
stacle for promotion of Tehran-Al- 
maty relations, he expressed hope 
that the relations would further 
consolidate in the near future. 


President Rafsanjani, for his . 


part, welcomed the upgrading of 
mutual relations and bilateral co- 
operation, expressing Iran's readi- 
ness to share its experiences in 
0 field with 


Tehran Tunes Service 


TEHRAN — messages of condo- 
lences from different countries 
continue to pour in following the 
7.1 degree quake which bit eastern. 
Iran on Saturday killing 1,560 and 
injuring more than 2,500 people. 

Queen Beatrix of the Nether- 
lands, in a message to President 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani, on 
Wednesday, conveyed her heart- 
felt sympathy with the victims of 


the powerful earthquake in 


Khorasan Province. 
The Cuban leader, Fidel Cas- 


tro, on Tuesday expressed his con . 


dolences over the killer 
earthquake. 
A Venezuelan relief federation 


also condoled the Iranian nation 
and the government, announcing 
its readiness to dispatch a relief 
team to the quake-stricken regions 
to help the survivors. 

Meanwhile, the Thai Premier 
General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh 
sent a message of condolence to 
President Rafsanjani on the disas- 


By Our Correspondent 
ASHKHABAD — Presidents of 
Kazakhstan and Afghanistan in 
separate meetings on Wednesday 
discussed the latest regional devel- 
opments with President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, on the side- 
lines of the Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) summit in 
Ashkhabad. 


In his meeting with President 
Rafsanjani, the Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev said that 
Kazakh's first oil consignment is 
expected to be delivered to Iranian 


His Kyrgyz 
(ounterpart 


Tehran Times Service . 


TEHRAN -— President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani sent a mes- 
sage of condolence on Tuesday to 
his Kyrgyz counterpart President 
Askar Akayev on the passing away 
of his mother. 

The president, who was in 
Ashkhabad to attend the summit 
meeting of the Economic Coop- 
eration Organization (ECO), in his 
message prayed for the soul of the 
deceased and for the health and the 
success of the Kyrgyz president 
and nation. 

Akayev was unable to attend 
the summit meet of tte heads of 
the ECO due to his mother ’s 
death. 

In the absence of Akayev, the 
Kyrgyz Prime Minister Apas Ju- 
magulov was leading his country’s 
delegation to the extraordinary 
summit. 


Aftershock Kills One in 
a Birjand Village 


7.1 quake which hit the area Sat- 
urday noon, he told IRNA. 

Qasem Rahimian, an expert at 
Geophysics Center in Mashhad, 
the provincial center of Khorasan, 
also said that 250 aftershocks have 
been recorded so far, the strongest 
of which bad an intensity of 5.6 
degrees. 

Meanwhile, an earthquake 
measuring 4.2 degrees on the 
Richter scale jolted the city of Ta- 
sou] in East Azarbaijan Province, 
at 05:52 hours local time Wednes- 
day. 

The Seismological Center of 
the provincial capital, Tabriz, reg- 
isterd the epicenter of the quake 
100 km northeast of the center. 

No report has yet been received 
on possible loss of life or damage. 

The powerful earthquake of 
Saturday in Khorasan Province 
killed 1,560 and injured more than 
2,500 people. 128 villages were 
either badly damaged or de- 
stroyed. 


' Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN — An aftershock which 
struck .the quake-hit Birjand on 
Tuesday killed a villager, an 
IRNA report said. 

An aftershock measuring 5.6 
degrees on the open-ended Richter 
scale, the most powerful since the 
Saturday quake, bit the cities of 
Qaan and Birjand and their vicin- 
ity, im the eastem Province af 
Khorasan, at 16:14 hours local 
time {11:44 GMT) Tuesday. 

The Seismological Center of 
Geophysics Institute of Tehran 
University announced a short 
while ago that the epicenter of the 
aftershock was 850 km southeast 
of the center, 

According to Governor of Bir- 
jand, Sowlat Mortazavi, the only 
casualty of the aftershock was in 
the viliage Khou niksar where 10 
more houses were destroyed by 
the latest aftershock. 

The village of Khou Niksar was 
badly damaged in the magnihıde 
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Int'l Interior Decoration 
Fair Opens in Starja 


SHARIA — The International 
Tnterior Decoration Exhibition 
was inaugurated here on 
Wednesday attended by Iran and 
10 other countries. 

A total of 14 Iranian public 
and private companies have put 
their products on sbow at the 
oxbibition. 

The goal behind the four-day 
exhibition, organized by Te- 
hran’s Municipality, is to raise 
export of non-oil commodities 
and marketing of Iranian goods 
on foreign markets. 

(RNA) 


Taking advantage of Iraq’s weakness at this stage, Ankara 
knowingly or unknowingly is setting a precedent for future 
which will endanger the security of its neighbors, especially 


I has now become evident that the main victims of the 
incursions are the Kurds who have already suffered enough 
due to the atrocities of Saddam Hussein and intermittent 


Turkish troops have not learnt their lessons from March 
1995 invasion of Iraq. Fighting the PKK guerrillas by a regular 
army will not lead the army to a victory. The Turkish military 
experts must not forget this fact. 

Embroiled in a serious confrontation with the islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, the Turkish army by 
attacking Iraq is trying to divert the attention of the people 
from domestic problems to the PKK issue. 

However, it is not a good policy. Instead of resorting to 
sùch ploys at the cost of poor Kurds, the Turkish army must 
respect the aspirations of the people. 

Neglect of the people’s votes and aspirations will only 
make the situation more complicated. Algeria must be a good 
example for the Turkish army generals. Playing in the hands 
of the Zionist regime and the U.S. will not save them. lt did 


not even save the Shah, the most subservient servant of the 


Turkey Invades Iraq for 
Second Time 


round 3,000 Turkish troops, with tanks and artillery, 
ushed across the Iraqi border early on Wednesday, 
invading Iraq for second time in two years. 
in an attempt to settle its account with the Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK), the government in Ankara has violated 
international law and trampled down good neighborliness. 


that of Iran and Syria. 


inter-Kurdish wars. 


United States. 


Construction of Intl 
Silk Road Complex in 
Qeshm Starts 


QESHM. Persian Gulf — Con- 
struction work on the interna- 
tional Silk Road Trade Complex 
in the Qeshm free trade area 
started here Wednesday. 

The complax is to be built oni 
an area of 7,700 sq ımnêters by 
Iranian contractors in COOpera- 
tion with French consultant engi- 
neers at a cost of RJs.6,000 
e twostorey building çom- 
prises 174 trade units, restau- 
rants and other welfare facilities. 

(IRNA) 
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Nation’s Votes fo Support Leader's 


Clamor Against EU 


“We should note that the 
stronger foothold the incoming 
president has the more successful 
he will be in implementing the 
country’s programs,” Araqi fur- 
ther said. 1 

He stressed that the next presi- 
dent should work for spiritual re- 
vival and implementation of 
social justice, which will guaran- 
tee for him the peoples popular 


support. 

The head of the Islamic Propa- 
gation Organization, reminding 
his listeners that the special 
month of Muharram bas arrived, 
said the main threat posed against 
the country is a cultural one. 

He added that the tradition of 
Ashura is the most profound and 
deep-rooted cultural tradition ad- 
hered to by our society, but that 
the obvious change in behavioral 
patterns of the youth is a bitter 
fact to reckon with. 

Hojjatoleslam Araqi stressed 
that Ashura-type models are 
needed to enable people to con- 


front the West's cultural incur- 
sions. 
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sive presence of the people in 
polling booths all over the coun- 
try will be living testimony to he 
impudence of the European Un- 
ion as showu in its latest blunder. 

He added that at present Iran 
is fu the center of a crisis-ridden 
region. We witness unrest in 
Central Asian countries, Arab 
states, Afghanistan, Turkey and 
Iraq. Among these countries only 
Iran is calm and advancing to- 
wasds progress and development, 
thanks to the competent leader- 
ship of the great Leader of the 
Islamic Revolucion. 2 

Araqi further said that at this 
juncture Iran needs stability, 
peace and harmony more than at 
any other time, warning that the 
enemy looks forward to entrap- 
ping the country by using the spe- 
cial conditions prevailing after a 
revolution. 

Hojjatolelam Araqi said the 
upcoming presidential election is 
very sensitive and that “I hope 
over 25 million eligible voters 
will participate in the election." 
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THE PIONEER'S SWISS WATCH SINCE 1832 
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Tehran Times Serrice 
TEHRAN — The head of the 
Islamic Propagation Organiza- 
tion, Hojjatoleslam Mohammadi 
Araqi, at a meeting with a nım- 
ber of the organization’s officials 
and cierics announced: ‘The 
seventh presidential election is of 
paramount significance from 
various aspects and the people 
should be enlightened on its sen- 
sitivity as an event. '” 

He added: “We should be 
abreast with intemational events 
and be wary of enemy plots.” 

Referring to the ignominious 
Berlin court decision, Araqi said 
the Americans and the Zionists 
grappled with the European Un- 
ion and the Germans to resume a 
wave of intrigues against Iran 
which will go fall flat and with no 
clear end. 

The IPO chief said the back- 
bone of the clamor of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution against 
the European Union is the partici 
pation of the people in the coming 
presidential election. The mas- 
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Condolence Meetings for 
Iranian (Quake Fictinms 
Held in Lucknow 


NEW DELHI — Several condo- 
lence meetings for quake victims 
of eastern Iran were held in 
Lucknow, capital of northern In- 
dian state of Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.), today. 

Mahmcod Abdi, a youth Shia 
leader and city President of Babu- 
jan Samaj Party (BSP) min ıy 
cell, presided over a condolence 
meeting, organized by 'Pasdaran- 
e-Islam’. 

The meeting expressed deep 
coudolences to the bereaved 
families and prayed for the de- 
parted soul. 

In this regard, ‘All India Shia 
Hussaini Fund’ also issued a con- 
dolence message. 

Expressing his condolences 
for the quake victims, Khan Mo- 
hammad Atif, president of city’s 
social organization, ‘Muslim 
Samaj’, also appealed to Muslim 
world to come forward and ex- 
tend moral and material support 
to their brethren în Iran. 

Tn a separate meeting, Mou- 
lana Harneedıul Hasan and Mou- 
Jana Kalbe Jauwad also expressed 
shock over the colossal tragedy in 
Iran and appealed to pray for the 
departed soul. RNA) 


UN Committee on 
Information Begins 


session is aimed at reviewing 

United Nations public informa- 

tion policies and activities. 
According to the commuıni- 


. ue, during a weeklong first seg- 


ment of its session, the 
89-member committee will dis- 
cuss policy questions and focus 
on progress made by the United 
Nations systems in the field of 
information and communication. 

The committee wil] reportedly 
consider *‘establishiment of a 
more just and effective world in- 
formation and commuuication or- 


Information Samir Sanvar, 
briefed the participants on the 
work of his department. 
„ He stressed that, despite. Hmi- 
tation, the department had made 
every effort to streamline its op- 
erationa!l machinery, forge 
stronger ties with the media or- 
ganizations and develop wider a 
audience. 

The committee will hold the 
second segment of its annual ses- 
sion from September 2-8, and is 


the United Nations, which are 
` expected to begin by the UN Sec- 
retary General, in July. GENA) 


 Tekias oes Sie 

ng es- — Guaidian Coundl BEE E 

"ig that as regards thé order of the list of the presidential 
7 ieiiee he coyê haz acled aoconling lo ls usual procrdore 
it did in the past. The. is of the candidates confirmed were 
E O 
ini the tounicil session, The statement added that in this term the 
council has precisely acted like previous elections. 


Mohammadi Reyshahri: Presidential candidates and their 
adioites should show the world that election campaign in Islamic 
wa: for power but that the main ' concern is to act 
serdin to ogi and safeguarding kslamicand evolutionary 


: the gathering of civil servants: The 
suffering caused by inflation will be shoul- 


“Th ira employees, retired persons and pen- 
sjoners suffer ii ‘conditions of inflation for es of which solu- 

tionr should. ba woiked oul, 
Khatahiaddieiaing the gathering of academicians: Individuals 


pina eg E not in the interest of the 
| society Thê honorable people of Iran ate intelligent and will never 
bê iinprésised' by these n-slamicand inhuman moves, and will go 


* Ading commander. of the disciplinary forces: The present 
condition js of specal sensitivity and the world are waiting to see 
`. | the post-presidential election. period to make their comments. 

He added that discipliary forces have not interfered in the 
ا وات سد ا ینیم سی‎ 

. “Ayatollah Emamî Kashani, secretary of the Jame-e Rouhaniyat- 
e Mubarez: Mr. Nateq Nouri is the fittest for the president post. 

` *Yazd Province’s Friday Prayer Leader, Hoöjjatoleslam Sadoghî: 
Many of distinguished Ulama, theological seminaries and political 
consider hini to be the fittest carididate.. 
` ` * Head of the Islamic Propagation Organization, Hojjatolelam 
Mohammadi Araqi: The free atmosphere of the election cannot be 
disturbed, but we should be vigilant so that foreign powers cannot 
infiltrate through friends. We may be distracted in the course of 
the ëledion on account of the Gght contests, and absence of 
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The comgany proces 17 bi. 
lion cubic meters of gêz and 15) 
million tons of crede ol anı : 
which is equivalent t0 90 percent و‎ 
of China's ol prodnction. "The re. , 
maining 10 percent of China" oil 
production or 15 mmllion tons is 


Chinese Oil Company has to dale. 


In the past 30 years, over 16 
billion tons of oll reserves have 
been discovered in China out of 
which 2.3 billion tons have re- 

ined 3 1 
„ He said in spite of the fact that 
the oil production in China sbows 
an anmual surplus of between two , 
and five million tous, the coun :: 
try"s import of oil rises every year 
due to economic progress. Ht is |... 
predicted that the figure will reach | 
O ER beh BY e YEE 


has a 66.5 percent stake in RAS 
GAS, the U.S company Mobil j 
26.5 percent, and Japan’s trading 
houses ITOCHU Corporation and i] 
‘Nissho Iwai respectively four and 


percant. 
Qatar plans to double ifs reve- 
nue in ten years by tapping its gas 
reserves, the world’s third largest 
after Russia’s and .Iran’s, esti iF! 
mated at 10,000 billion cubic me FF 
a C9, ion hie ed: 


year to 50 billion dollars, 4 
newspaper sepurted Wednesday. 
Împortş, on the other had, to” 
taled 40 billion dollars, down 0.5 
percent, said the Economic Dall. 
citing a general administration of 
customs report. 
Of tho total exporis, those DY 


for 56 percent, or 28. 3 bition dok. 3 


funded enterprises for 41 ce n 


NS 


` three 


.lars, and exports by foreig;"l, 


O E E KS ا‎ 4 


According to Wu, in view of 
the in Chinese economy, 
the need for oil has been continu” 
ously increasing and Beijing is 
willing to import a large part of its 
oil requirement from Iran. 

. Headded that China is ready-to 
meet Iran’s requirements in petro 
leum equipment. 

He said that the cooperation 
between Iran and China in oil in- 
dustry is in no way related to any 
third country ard nobody can in- 
terfere im relations between the 
two countries. 


He ا ا‎ oil, joint 
cooperation in tie exploration of 
oil, production of equipment for 
oil industry and joint investment in 
oil industry as the main axes of 
upcoming talks between the oil 
officials of Iran and China next 
week. 


Wu said at present, tbe Chinese 
oil company has 1000 drilling 
equipment and 270 groups of ge- 
ologists produces machinery and 
equipment of the oil industry. 


agreed in principle to double this 
amount. 


“Negotiations are at an ad- 
vanced stage for KGC to raise its 
imports to 4.8 million Uy,” said 
Kamal, who is also 
of the finance, economy and trade 
ministry. “RASGAS has also de- 
ployed marketing efforts m Japan, 
Taiwan, Çhina, Thailand, Turkey, 
India and Lebanon.” 

RASGAS will produce initially 
5 million t/y and has plans to in- 
crease output to 1O million t/y at a 
later stage. 

Japan's JGC corporation and 
the MW Kellog Company of the 
United States have been awarded 
the contract to build the liquefac- 
tion plant. 


The package to build the plat- 
form on the giant offshore north 
field has bee given to the UŞ- 
French company McDermott 
ETPM and Japan's Chiyoda Cor- 
poration, while two Italian cotapa- 
nies, Saipem and Sı 
have taken the contract to build an 
underwater pipeline running from 
tke reservoir to the plant. 

The state-owned Qatar General 
Petroleum Corporation (QGPC) 
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Cooperation Bright  . 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN - A Chinese petroleum 
official has described the future of 
bilateral cooperation between 
Tehran and Beijing in the field of 
oil as bright. 

Speaking at the threshold of the 
visit by the Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Aghazadeh to China, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Chi- 
nese Oil Company, Wu Yao Wen 
told IRNA correspondent in Bei- 
jimg yesterday that China wel- 
comes the participation of Iran in 


the exploration of oil. 

He said that China is prepared 
to manufacture equipment relating 
to the oil industry inı Iran through 
joint investment with Iran. 

He also announced China"s 
eagemess to participate in the ex- 
ploration and extraction of oil in 
the continental shelf of Iran. 

H assessed the setting up of an 
oil refinery in China under joint 
Tehran-Beijing investment, as 
useful in promoting bilateral oil 


, cooperation. 


Work Sfaris On û Multi-Billion Dollar Gus 
Liquefaction Venture 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Qatar’s Crown 
Prince, Sheikh Jassem ibn Hamad 
al-Thani, on Monday laid the first 
stone of the 3.4 billion-dollar Ras 
Laffan Liquefied Gas Co. 
(RASGAS), the official Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) announced, 
as quoted by an AFP report. 

The complex is located in the 
Ras Laffan industrial city, in the 
northeast of the Qatari Peninsula, 
next to the Qatar gas Complex, 
another liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) venture which came on 
stream last December, QNA 
added. 

“It is one of the most important 
projects in the Middle East," said 
RASGAS Chairman, Yussef 
Hussein Kamal, estimating the 
cost of the project at 3.4 biHion 
dollars. ‘‘It is of a great immpor- 
tance for the state of Qatar." 


RASGAS is due to come on 
stream in July 1999, with the first 
shipment to be exported to the 
Korea Gas Corporation (KGC), 
The South Korean company signed 
in 1995 a sales and purchase ac- 
cord with RASGAS covering 2.4 
million tons-per-year, and has 


E 
- Future of Sino-Iranian oil 


Iran, Turkey, Turkmenistan Sign Tripartite Pact 


RAFSANJANI 
fer 30 billion cubic meter of gas to 
Turkey and then to to European 
market via Turkey. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
signing of the contract, Turkmen 
president called the project as eco- 
nomically significant for the Cen- 
tral Asian as well as ECO 
countries. 

Economic experts maintain that 
the contract will boost economic 


, status of the ECO member states. 


Iran to Sei 
Up 2 Silos 
in Syria 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iranian Aınbassador 
to Damascus Mohammad- Hassan 
Akhtari and Syrian Deputy Prime 
Minister for economic affairs 
Salim Yassin in a meeting in 
Damascus on Tuesday explored 
ways of implementing formerly 
reached contracts. 

Among important subjects dis- 
cussed by the two sides were a 
cement plant, purchase of vehicle 

by Syria and exemption of taxation 
once the commecial documenta- 
tions are verified, IRNA reported. 

Under agreements reached be- 
tween the two sides at Iran-Syria 
joint economic commission ses- 
sion, Iran has offered estab- 
lishment of a cement plant with the 
annual capacity of producing one 
million tons of cements in Syria 
and the latter has called for pur- 
chase of trucks, tractors, buses 
and other machineries from Iran. 

Iran has contributed to a tender 
for establishment of two silos each 
with the capacity of 100,000 tons 
of beans. 

Yassin said that he would visit 
Iran in Jume to follow up the case 
for establishment of an iron and 
steel processing centers as wll as 
a diesel motor plant in a joint ven- 
ture in Syria. 


DEMIREL 


jani of Iran, Turkey’s President 
Suleiman Demirel and Turkmen's 
Sapar Murad Niazov in Ashk- 
habad where they attended the 
Economic Cooperation Organiza- 
tion (ECO) summit. 

According to the agreement, 
Turkmenistan is to annually trans- 


“ECO is all prepared for entry 
into the twenty-first century.'" he 
added. 

The Turkish president, who 
called for thè restructuring of 
ECO, added that the cooperation 
between member countries would 
help boost up He living conditions 
of the people in the region. 

Praising the Mashhad-Sarakhs- 
Tajan railroad link, he stressed 
that “the extraordinary summit at 
Ashkhabad is doubtlessly a nas- 
cent transformation in the direc- 
tion of strongly setting up the 
infrastructure of communications 
and land surface transportation in 
the Asian continent.” 


Demirel: Rafsanjani’s Guideline Can 
Etticiently Serve ECO Goals 


NIAZOV 
Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Iran, Turkey and 
Turkmenistan signed an 
agreement calling for transfer of 
gas from Turkmenistan to Turkey 
via [ran. 

The document was signed by 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Suleiman Demirel, 
Turkey's President told the ECO 
Summit in Asbkhabad Tuesday 
that Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani" s speech was 


10-nation Economic 
Cooperation Organization. 
Demirel pointed out that if the 
course of action for ECO’'s future 
is going to be based on the guide- 
lines provided by. President Raf- 
sanjani, ECO will emerge 
successfully from some of the ob- 
stacles it is facing and the way will 
also be paved for closer coopera- 
ion, IRNA reported. 


World Telecommmication Day orn May 17 


the timely delivery of humanitar- 
ian assistance to victims. Emer- 
gency telecommunications are 
therefore needed to facilitate a 
rapid respond to emergency needs 
by enabling communications 
among headquarters, field offices 
and emergency teams. 

Today’s technology makes in- 
stant communication possible eve- 
rywhere in the world. In practice, 
however, humanitarian assistance 
workers in crisis situations face 
many obstacles. National regula- 
tions in many countries still bam- 
per the full use of the tools which 
tbe telecommunications industry 
can provide to those who work to 
alleviate the human suffering 
caused by disasters. 


OREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


The following table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released by the Central Bank 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Wednesday, May 14, 1997. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN World 
Telecommunication Day will be 
celebrated on May 17. The 
Department of Humanitarran 
Affairs (DHA), together with the 
International Telecommuaication 
Union (ITU), will mark the theme 
‘“Telecommunications and 
Humanitarian Assistance,"” 
United Nations Information 
Center said here yesterday. 
Normal telecommunications 
come disrupted when natural dis- 
asters occur. Hurricanes destroy 
telephone lines and antenna masts. 
Earthquake and landslides break 
underground cables and interrupt 
electricity. Floods inundate tele- 
phone exchanges. This irmmpedes 


MAY 15, 1997 
Understanding Kung Fu 
as Deseribed by a Master 


Skills of Kims Fu 


ou cannot always adopt a planned chal- 
lange since it is not possible for you tû 


(Part 39) 


setecl some attacks in advances. Precision while 
performing movements is not an intrinsic quality 
and Iike other skills it should be acquired and 
leamed. Praclce is a must and you should not 
ignore it. Meanwhile, when you exercise seriously, 
you enjoy high power and skill while facing an 
opponent. The hands play a vital role in a fight. 
They are like a gladiator's shield and sword. The 


hands are much brisker than the legs and they can quickly move in 
different directions, A person who is skilifui in hand techniques can often 
be the winner, But some have not leamed how to use their hands. 
Although gloves and other safely wear are nuisance, they are the 
best means for you to acquire experience in various statuses of a real 
challenge. For instance,_ safety helmet may deprive you of a good sight 
and gloves seem heavy and troublesome. However, try to use them to 
perform different techniques, On the other hand, you should avoid 
getting accustomed to them in order to be brave in defense techniques. 
You have to keep up your guard in an appropriate position, i.e. not 
lower than your elbow since your face and trunk wil! become defense- 
less and not much upper because the lower part of your body becomes 
vulnerable and also you cannot punch swift and direct fists and on the 


other hand you do not enjoy a good sight. 


Punching fist in an open guard is powerless and futile since you are 
not able to enjoy the perfect rotation of joints. Also you cannot make 
an attack and defend quickly and your front leg can be easily hit by your 
rival. If you keep your legs too close together, you lose your balance 
anditis too difficult for you to punch crushing fists. Never lean backward 
when you fist because they enjoy no power. In other words, you can 
punch a good fist when your body is straight andi balanced and your 
body's weight is tansferred to the front leg. Also, itis not effective when 
you are moving backward. The other wrong habit is to bend forward 


, Standing for long on sides prevents you from using your back hand 
for defense and offense, Face-{o-face standing prevents the fast move- 
ment forward and backward and also endangers the vulnerable part of 
groin. 


and then fist. 


Meanwhile, you have to have the capability to shift from a defensive 
position to an offensive position and vice versa. 
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and Chang 60 Oui in First Round‏ کک 


ROME — Tbe olay cots of § 


ROME, Italy (May 13): فام‎ e ر ا‎ 2 E Gk U. ep pomebt Jian Corer 


(AFP PHOTO) 


` ` during their second round mafch of the Italian Open Tennis Tournament in Rome. 


away.” 

In other matches, Becker — 
playing oqly his ninth match of the 
year while recovering from a wrist 
injury — saved a set point at 6-5 
iı the first set and powered to a 7-6 
(7-3), 6-2 win over Italy's Andrea 
Gaudenzi. 


Kafelnikov, the French Open 
champion still looking to regain 
his top form after a three-month 
layoff with a broken finger, edged 
Spain’s Javier Sanchez 7-5, 76 
0-5). 

Ivanisevic needed 10 match 
Points — four in the second set and 
six in the final game — before 
finally subduing Australia's Mark 
Woodforde 6-2, 6-7 (10-8), 6-4. 


Other Australians fared better, 
as Pat Rafter surprised Spain’s 
Mantilla 6-1, 3-6, 64, and Scott 
Draper knocked out Medvedev — 
winner of last week’s German 
Open —- 7-5, 6-3. 

Britain's Henman saved three 
match points in the second set 
against Roberto Carretero, who 
then retired with a leg injury trail- 
ing 0-2 in tbe third. ر‎ 


last month, will play in next 
weeks world team cup in Duessel- 
dorf, Germany, to prepare for 
Paris. Last year, Sampras had vir- 
tually ıo clay-court preparation 
but reached the semifinals of the 
French. : 

*‘Being 0-2 on clay this year 
doesn’t help,’” he said. ‘‘But it 
doesn’t worry me considering 
what happened last year. I’m ıot 
going to go in there and think I 
can't win there. Î think I can." 

Gumy, who upset Courier in 


the second round here last year, . 


pulled another surprise by elimi- 
nating Chang with ease. 

Chang bas wor: four tourna- 
ments this year, including a clay- 
court event in Orlando. But he lost 


` iıı the first round on clay in Atlanta 


and looked ill at ease on Rome's 
red clay. 

Chang said be had trouble ad- 
justing to the European clay after 
playing on hard courts in the 
United States and Asia. 

‘‘I don't feel like I've made that 
transition yet,” he said. “1t is 
always frustrating when you real- 
ize it’s not going to kick in right 


Juninho Poised to Sign 
for Athletico Madrid 


his career must come before loy- 
alty to relegated Boro. 

“1T had to think of my career. I 
arr still young, only 24, ” said Jun- 
the club’s player of the year tro- 


¥. 

“I have to do what is best for 
me. It's important that I play for 
Brazil and a pew player comes 
through every month, which 
makes it difficult for everyone. 

“It would be no good for me to 
be in the nationwide league. 

‘1 came here to help Boro win 
things. We still have a chance of 
doing that by beating Chelsea and 
lifting he FA Cup,” added Jun- 


(arP) 


travel to Madrid to talk wilh the 
club less than 24 hours after play- 
ing in the FA Cup final on Satur- 
day against Chelsea. 

“It would be a pleasure to play 
for Athletico Madrid,” said the 
24-year-old on a radio sports pro- 


gram. 
“I will have no difficulty in 


` playing in Spain. After all I was 


able to adapt to the toughest league 
in the world — the English pre- 
miership,’’ he added. 

first division football will harm his 
international prospects and says 


at fhe Australian Open in 1995 and 
last year’s French Open. 

““în the past, P've beaten myself 
rather than him beating me, ’” Cou- 
tier said. ‘“Today he was going to 
have to beat me. He wasn’t going 
.to get any help from me.” 

Not long ago, a Sampras-Cou- 
rier match would have been a fi- 
nal. But Courier, a former 


` “With Pete, Td rather play kim 


" jin thé first round than later," Cou- 
` rier said. ‘“He gèts more danger- 


; e I Be O rode: 
Sampras said, ‘‘“This was the 


` toughest draw eliher of us could 
, have faced. Hopefully, it won't 


` happen again at tbe French 


`. The French Open, the only 


" Grand Slam tournament Sampras 


hasn’t.won, starts in two weeks. 
Sampras, who also lost his first 


` match at the Monte Carlo Oped 


Eürope continue to bring out the 
worst in America's top players.. 
Pete: Sampras: and Michael 
Chang, ranked Nos: 1 and 2 in the 
world, lost in straight sets Tuesday 
at the Italian Open — the first time 
jn fhe tournaiment’s history that the 
` ` top two seeds went out in the first 
` round. - 
Sampras, who has always 


struggled on clay, was jeered n . 


his error-filed.7-6: (7-5), 6-4 loss 
to fellow American Jim Courier — 


his second consecutive clay-court 


` defeat this season. 

courts to clay, was ousted by 54th. 
ranked Hernan Gumy of Argen- 
tina 6-3, 6-2 for his second straight 


eg E E ا‎ 


face. 


rane? Yevgeny Kafél- 
mikov, No. 6 Goran Ivanisevic, 
No..11 Boris Bécker and No. 14 
-~ Tim Henman. But two top clay 
courters, No. 13 Felix Mantilla 
and Andrei Medvedev, were 
limînated 


Open in 1994 but lost in the first 
round in his last im. 


1995, drew. whistles of 
from the crowd as he committed a 
slew of unforced errors to fall be- 
“ hind 5-1 in the secand set. . 

“It makes it more difficult to 
play when they’re hissing like - 
that,” said Sampras, who had. 36 . 


“Maybe it looks like I'm not try- 


game —~ cutting down on: errors .: 


and hitting niore freely on his 
` groundstrokes — and won three “ 


straight games to cloge to 5-4. But 
jt was too late, and Courier served 


qut the match to beat Sampras for 
the first time in their last eight 
` meetings. 


: eke a e as dicin 
to withstand the late rally, recall 


ROTTERDAM; Netherlands (May 13): FC Barcélona’s Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo tains at the Feijenoord Stadium in Rotterdam 
as teammate midfielder Spanish Guillermo Amor, on the eve of 
theit European Cup Winners’ Cup final match vs. Paris Saint 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Germain. 


ن دک ا 


4 two sets down to beat him in five 


°1 he lk 

کک ٠‏ د 
o o KMS‏ 
DE‏ 


ın Dollar Of 


“The Iraqi government 


strongly denounces the latest 


government i 

draw its. troops frou’ e ierri- 

tory,” the official .ENA news 
agency’ quoted the spokesman as 


saying. : ar 


Goa 5َ‏ ر 


. THE LAST NIGHT. 
Zainab, Sikainah, Layla, al]-Ra- 
` He:made his last will; as he de- 


,„. cided to water the orchaxd of Islam. 


with his. own . blood. ' They were 


` ` now alone, in a faraway land, sur- 


rounded by an ncreasing army, as 


Ubaidıullah sent. evên more armed .: 


‘men: They were besieged by 
horses, darkness'and & huge bost. 


that horrific day _— finally came. ` 


‘The speais and swords were pre- 


„. . Pared. to mince and. xnmtîlate the 
2 و | ر ا‎ 


“Umar bîn Sa'd mobilized his 


`. army. He put Axu bin al-Hajjaj 


at the head of his. right flaak. 


: Shimr “bin ThiîlJawsban was n 

„..  coimahd of thé left wing. Urwah 

. ` : bîr Qays, was: jn charge: of. the 
`. ‘cavalry, while Sbabath bin Rib’i 


! was leading fhe foot soldiers, He 
e EN o r e 


the. huge force confronting. him. 
.He üever. budged,’ nor did he re- 
think his.position. He was as be- 


-fore, calm and. împertirbable. . 


That noble band wus as they were . 


„described by a post . E 


They: wore hetr, hearts :helr 


O Alah; is ‘Yon a Whoin 


` [frustamid all grief. Yöu aremy 
ر‎ ` hope-anmtê all violence. You are 
`--mYy .refuge and provision in 

"Ho man tre to 


me and thê enemy rejoîces in it. 
1 lay it before you andicomplain 


.ÖfÎt to you, because of my desire 
.. În You, ‘You alone. You relîeve 


me of it and remove it from me. 
You.are the Master ûf all grace, 


. ‘the Possessor of al goodness and 
- the Ultimate Resort of al de- 


sire.™ .. 


Ra ren ray o: 


: The Postle of Alah (S) was at tbo 


Tuesday with British Piindb Min- 


: ister Tony Blair and German chan- 


cellor Helmut Kobl. . 

He held similar talks Monday 
with French - President Jacques 
Chirac. e 


posed to NATO's plari to take in 


: some formér Soviet bloc countries 


in central and éastem Europe. 


Yeltsin also spoke to Solana by 


(Contd From Pg. 1) : 
defended the interests of his coun- 
try." 


telephone nedey: ITAR- 


involving Turkey, Tersel and fhe United States thi sumpher.-'. 


ANKARA — Turkey's prodslanic Prime Minister Necinettin 
Erbakan on Tuesday appointed new trade and health ministers to 


gio o ERG coneer VI es o eel gaed Homa oe Cebit eî . 


month. 


CAIRO — - The Palestinians ou Tuesday calléd on. Arab countries 0 


Beigbocag Hise o join hasber i1 FRG preerae oa fhe. Zeit 
te o beck don oni hardline poli, 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon — —— Teraeli troops killed one Hézbollah 


PRESIDENT... 


sions taken, bj the ECO sum, 


tation of alî thie provisionsof thé 
is of great importance for those 
landlocked regional countries -- 


which have difficukies in export 


Î 


expected Pakistani Premier, 


Nawaz Sharif to explicitly - reject, 


` ‘Support for Taleban. . 2 

Afghan. President. Bathamudin 
Rabbainî also expressed höşpe that ` 
the world belp settié the Afghan 


crisis. 


President Akbar Hashemi Raf-. 


۴ 
5 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


Lebanese Interior Minister 
Michel Marr said Tuesday that 
interpol in Canada and Italy in- 
formed Beirut, one day before the 
Pope’s arrival, that an attack was 
eel ge 
his May 10-11 visit. 


ices that are bostile to us and to 
every Arab.” 


The group said it “never raiséd 


its arms in the face of anyone ober 
than fhe (I[sragli) occupier of our 
land aud the violator of our rights. 
There is no other enemy to our 
Arab and Islamic people besides 
the Zionist ëı 

“Lebanon has wamaly hosted 
our people, ” it said. . 


peace and relations with the group. 


arr 
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Russia, NATO 
Finalize Key Accord 
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International Aid Poured in for 
Quake Victims 


(Fen Uu Tin SS DEERE Tn 


UK government gave to the Ira- 
nian Red Crescent Tuesday for 
disaster relief. 

A spokesman saii Wednesday 
that it was paying for the equip- 
ment and transport costs from the 
charity’s warehouse in Oxford- 
shire, central England, in response 
to a request for the material from 
Iran. 

A spokeswoman said that it al- 
ready had four personnel based in 
Iran already working in the 
stricken region. She said the 


supplies and was also sending all 
ا‎ materials from its Tehran 


cines, biscuits, sugar and dates are 
major items sent to the survivors, 
the society added. 

The British government is 
funding specialist equipment in re- 
sponse to a direct request for 
emergency assistance for the tens 
of thousands of victims from last 


viding £112,442 to pay for five 
water tanks, emergency shelters, 
blankets, plastic sheeting and tar- 
paulin being flown out by British 
charity Oxfam on Friday. 

This is in addition to an initial 
donation of £100,000 which the 


Supreme Courd Hears Demands 
to Proseiute Netanyal 


Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
two of his political allies for fraud 


(Contd From Peg. 1) 


RUSSIA TO... 
Chechnya and Russia signed a 


landmark peace treaty at the , 


Kremlin on Monday paving the 
way for a normalization of ties 
despite Chechnya’s unresolved 
status. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, who sent thousands of Russian 
troops into Chechnya in December 
1994 to crush the independence 
movement there, pledged never 
again to use force against the 
small, îrainly Muslim republic in 
the north Caucasus. 

The treaty, on “peace and the 

of relations between 
Russia and the Republic of Ichk- 
eria”” — the Chechens” name for 
their republic — was aimed at 
building on a cease-fire deal 
signed in August, which halted 21 
months of fighting between federal 
troops and separatist guerrillas. 
> am 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — The 
Supreme Court heard petitions 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


TURKEY... 3 


Erbakan, modern Turkey” 5 


But he gave no details and it 
was not clear what kind of post- 
ponement he was referring tO. 

NATO member Turkey has 
signed two military accords with 
Israel allowing Israeli military jets 
to use Turkish airspace for train- 
ing flights and to upgrade its own 
ageing F-4 fighters in Israel. 

(Renter} 


contributed in aid for the survivors 
of the devastating tremor which hit 
Khorasan Province last Saturday. 

Among the donors countries, 
was Saudi Arabia which dis- 


Talel bin Aziz donated $100,000 
to the quake victims. 

The first Russian cargo plane 
carring 40 tons of flour as emer- 


Iran arrived here on Wednesday. 
Russia is also to send another 
planeload of 12 tons of medicines 
and tents to Iran ou Friday. 
The Russian Ministry of Civil 


transfer its expertise to Iran for 
prediction of quake in order to 
minimize its destruction. 

A charity organization affili- 
ated to the government of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) an- 
nonnced Tuesday that it has allo- 
cated $410,000 in aid to the survi- 
vors of the quake. 

The organization, in a stale- 
ment, added that a relief team will 
visit the Iranian quake-stricken re- 
gions soon to supply the needs of 
the survivors. 

Meanwhile, Dubai and Oman 
have sent planeloads of relief sup- 
plies including foodstuff, medi- 
cine, blankets and tents to the 
quake-hit areas. 

The Red Crescent Society of 
Khorasan Province Wednesday 
announced that 15 plapeloads of 
relief supplies from Egypt, Syria, 
Oman, Jordan, Kuwait, France, 
Tajikistan and Pakistan landed in 
Mashhad on Tuesday. 

Tents, blankets, rice, pow- 
dered milk, canned food, medi- 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 
. TEPPAN YAKI 
. TATAMI ROOM 
. SUSHI BAR 


O FET 


Japanese Restaurant 


No. 30 Shahid Kodarni (Bğjan St) 


Fanak Sq., Tehran 


Tel: 8773735 & 8776301 


` LUNCH 12:00-15:00 DINNER 18:30-23:00 
FRIDAY DINNER 18:30-23:00 
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Niller Quake 
In Photos 


Photes bs Mojtaba Tahin Kioveh Abaradi} 


Makes e ETT TT eem 
CALTANISETTA, Sicily — Ai suspected Mafioss sentenced to 
` sigh years iu juil and on hi ren for trac has offered te tirs 
grim E E Ear : 
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Mandela and 
Mobutu Await 
Kabila 


hee His Doral ae Bn BERS mins mak o BE ES 2> 
Salk ta hii femély aa soon an he returned hore: ` fender. 


British Parliament Blocks 
` Sinn Fein Office Plans 


POINTE NOIRE, Congo —Î Lone ei grea î ` bilities as meiabers," 
wing of ihe IRA, were barred ` She gave Adams anã MicGuin- 

yesterday from. opening a repre sa oak o ig oir ê 

sentative office iı Britain's: Par. `` o e e an 

liament, to which they were , SWearing an on 0 

elected on May 1L. 1 : required ımdèr an 1868 act i = 

Honan of Cormier member was :to take his or her 


8 . Irish Nationalist Party, and chief 
` negotijor ` Martin: ‘MoGüioniess 
‘could only’ tse: thé facilities’ of 


for some private schools. . 


STÎ Lankan Troops Seize 


Tamil Rebel Town 


Feb ag iT 


troops yesterday captured a from the town. 


aimed at seizing a strategic high- 
way, leaving 19 people dead, 
military sources said. 


lapınesê | 
7. some 27,000. +of. 47,000 U.S. 


of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) since eve of the 25th anniversary of la partial, e iortt agir ;, riops in Japan, as well as. three 
1990. The military said troops Okinawa's return to Japan, after lation that allows U:S.. forces to . ra EE 


27 years of post-war rule by the 
U.S. military.  . 


in Vavurniya, 254 kilometers (158 
miles) north of Colombo, said the 
army was raining long-range 


China Hands 
„Hijack Suspeci 
Over i0 Taiwan 
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part of a three day peace march. Over 500 prchtiers, caz uf ieeê ruje, tage 
ahead of the 25th anniversary this week of the and of 
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` COLOMBO — Sri Lankan 


swallowed a gold 


tion law, and one on a ban on all 
tobacco advertising. 

True to his campaign promise, 
Blair said in the speech: “The 
education of young people will be 
my government's first prior- 
ity...to raise standards în schools, 


Fraridmother Swallows Stolen Gold to Shoid Arrest 


HONG KONG —4 addict grandmother. 
Rm Rapelje areng ar herc eT 


prehkended by tha staff membar, then pleaded with him to lat 
Emane alt grennglen. O kr her 
18-month-old grandaugkter. 


ial to avoid arrest. 


Queen’s Speech Sets Out Tony Blair’s 
“One Nation” Ideal 


LONDON — Prime Minister 
Tony Biair put his mark on Brit- 
ain yesterday with a program of 


broad legislative reform in the . 


first queen’s speech to Parliament 

written by a Labour leader in 18 

years. 
Queen Elizabeth II's ritual 


speech, steeped in the pomp and 


ceremony of Medieval times, out 


- lined goverment bills targeting 


education and crime, health care 
and gun control, human rights 
and youth 

Blair, who wrote the speech 
read by the queen, said in it, “my 
government intends to govern for 
the benefit of the whole nation.” 

The speech contained 22 spe- 
cific measures for the ensuing 17- 
mouth legislative calendar, plus 
four optional bills if time allows, 
and three “white papers,” or 
studies. Those inchde one on 4 
U.S.-style freedom of informa- 


BEIJING, China (May 13): Policemen block the western entrance 
to the Forbidden City acrass from Zhong Shan Park in Beijing after 
an explosion jolted the park. According to some local residents 
the blast was caused by a person rigged with explosive with the 


FHOTO) 


border guard officials. 

Police and border guards were 
part of the eight sentenced to 
death. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
told Reuters the sentencing re- 
flected the government's deter- 
mination to deal strictly with a 
growing scourge of drugs flowing 
into and through Vieham from 
Asia's narcotics-producing goki- 
en triangle region. (Reuter) 


HANOI — A court in the Viet- 
people to death yesterday, and 
imposed a range of jail terms on 
others at the end of the Commu- 
nist coumtry’s biggest drugs trial, 
a goverment official said. 
Among those found guilty of 


involvement in a trafficking ring; 


which is said to have flooded’ Vi- 
etnam with several hundred kilos 
of heroin, were 11 police and 
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ABU DHABI -— OPEC President 


Abdullah al-Badri is touring mem- : 


ber states to discuss ways to end 
quota violations that have created 
a gÎut of nearly two million barrels 
per day and depressed crude 


Prices, the official] news agency 


WAM reported on Tuesday. 
Badri, Libya's oil minister, 
said he discussed the oil market 
situation with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Oil Minister 
Obaid ibn Saif al-Nasiri. 
“There are consultations 
armwong member states to chalk out 
a formula that will allow OPEC at 
its next meeting to achieve 
conapliance with production 


Independent estimates showed 
the 11-pation Organization of 
Petrolekm Exporting Countries 
was producing nearly two million 
bpd above its official output 
ceiling of 25.033 million bpd. 


Venezuela, Nigeria and Qatar 


are believed to be the main quota ٤ 


ABU DAHABI, United Arab Emirates (May 12): United Arab 
Emirates Petroleum Minister Oubeid Al-Nasari (R) greets OPEC 
President M. Salem Al-Badri of Libya, upon his arrival at Abu 
Dhabi airport. Al-Badri and OPEC Secretary-General Rilawanu 
Lukman (not pictured) are on a mission to examîne the world oil 
market. Al-Badri is on a tour of OPEC member states. 
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oil market." 

Lukman, a former Nigerian oil 
minister, said prices had 
weakened because of the return of 
sanctions-hit Iraq ard there is a 
“plenty of oil in the market.” 

But he ruled out a collapse in 
prices, saying their decline was 
normal during this time of the 
year, when demand is at its lowest 
level 


“Prices are expected to pick up 
in the last quarter due to. an 
seasonal increase in consumption. 
But they will not necessarily be as 
strong as they were last year,’ 
Lukman told AFP in Abu Dhabi. 

“But it is necessary that all 
(OPEC) member states respect 
their quotas to support prices. That 
is why we are touring OPEC 
countries... we want to ensure 
commitment to quotas ahead of the 
June 25 conference in Vienna.” 

Lukman said OPEC's 
compliance committee would meet 
again in Vienna on the eve of the 
cartel conference to prepare its 
report on the oil market. 

Badri earlier visited Qatar and 
is due to fly to Sandi Arabia, the 
biggest oil producer and exporter 
in the world. 

UAE oil sources said they 
expected OPEC to ral over ite 
output ceiling for the second half 
of 1997. But they added it could 
‘be a difficult meeting if Venezuela 
and Nigeria failed to honor a 
promise they made at the Isfahan 
meeting to abide by their 
OPEC-decreed shares. 

Saudî Arabia and other Persian 
Gulf Arab oii heavyweights have 
repeatedly voiced concern at 
overproduction by some OPEC 
members, which they say are 
taking advantage of higher output 
amd prices to make more profits. 

Abu Dhabi’'s crown prince 
Sheikh Khalifa ibn Zayed 
al-Nakayan, who also met the 
OPEC chiefs, renewed calls for 
stopping quota violations. 

“The UAE's policy is based or 
the protection of the interests of oil 
producers within a balanced 
formula based on fair prices and 
market stability witbout any 
violations in production quotas,’ 
be said. 


Nasiri said the UAE was 
respecting its OPEC-assigned 
quota of 2.16 million bpd and 
urged other members to follow 
suit. He said the UAE, one of the 
world’s top oil producers, wanted 
a “formula that will bolster prices 
achieve د‎ in he سنت ا‎ 


attributed Be suspension to an 

unconfirmed news report that 

Sumitomo trust is likely to raise 

100 billion yen ($850 million) in 

equity financing, including & 
share issue. 

Officials of the bank refused to 
comment. 

Japan’s unadjusted current 
account surplus narrowed 17 
percent in March from the 
year-earlier month to 1.030 
trillioa ($8.73 billion). 

On the stock market, shares 
slipped as brokerage issues faced 
selling. 

Many investors were holding 
back to see developments in a 
payoff scandal, in which the 
government’s securities watchdog 
filed a criminal complaint Tuesday 
against Nomura Securities Co., as 
well as three executives. 

The Finance Ministry bas 
barred Nomura, Japan’s largest 
securities brokerage, from the 
biddirg and underwriting of 
Japanese govemment bonds until 
the scandal is-resolved. 

The 225-issue nikkei stock 
average ended the morning session 
down 51.10 points, or 0.25 
percent, at 20,078.01. On 
Tuesday, the average shed 14.40 
points, or 0.07 percent. 

The Tokyo stock price index of 
was down 4.72 points, or 0.31 
percent, to 1,495.95. The topix 
closed up 7.22 points, or 0.48 
percent, the day before. 

The Benchmark No. 182 
10-year Japanese government 
bond was sold at 103.52 yen, up 
from Tuesday's finish of 103.45 
yen. Its yield, which moves in the 
opposite direction, was at 2.490 
percent, down from 2.500 
percent. AF) 


busters. 

Such overproduction bas 
combined with the resumption of 
Iraqi crude exports znd a 

seasonal demand to 
push down oil prices to below $18 
this week compared with nearly 
$24 at the start of the year. 

OPEC’s cornpliance committee 
met in the Iranian town of Isfahan 
last week and discussed the market 
situation ahead of the cartel]'s June 
` meeting in Vienna. 

Badri, who is accompanied by 
OPEC Secretary General Rilwanu 
Lukman, said he briefed the new 
UAE oil minister on the Isfahan 


yen orı news that trading in a major 
Japanese trust bank’s shares were 
suspended on the Tokyo Stock Ex- 


as Japan's trade figures, released 
earlier Wednesday, fell within 
their expectations. 

The dollar was traded at 118.86 
yen at midday, down 0.38 yen 
from late Tuesday in Tokyo but 
above its late New York level 
overnight of 118.50 yen. 

News of the Sumitomo trust 
and banking suspension prompted 
further buying of the dollar as 
players grew cautious about what 
may have caused it, traders said. 

The Tokyo Stock Exchange 
کے‎ 


British 


Unemployment 
Falls by 59,400 to 
5.9% in April 
LONDON — The mumber of peo- 
ple out of work in Britain and 
claiming benefit fell by 59,400 inu 
April from the figure for March, 
official figures showed on 

Wednesday. 

The unemployment total fell to 
1,651,400, the office for nationgl 
statistics said. 

The unemployment rate fell to 
5.9% of the workforce. In March, 
the ıumeruployment rate had fallen 
to 6.1 % of the active populztion. 

The morthly fall in 
unemployment was sharply above 
market forecasts. Economists here 
had expected a fall of 35,000 in the 
number of people out of work in 
April. tarr) 


The trade surplus in the month 
shrank 20.4 percent year-on-year 
to 1,053.9 billion yen, wih 
exports rising 10.0 percent to 
4,416.9 billion yen and imports 
expanding 24.9 percent to 3,363.1 
billion yen 

The capital and financiai 
account showed an outflow ‘of 
2,319.9 billion yea up from the 
outflow of 665.2 billion yen a year 
earlier, the ministry said. 

The current account surplus fell 
year-on-year for the first time in 
three months, reflecting the 
continued rise in imports and he 
larger deficit in services, the 
ministry said. 
uptrend, as the growth of imports 
continues to exceed that of 
exports,” the official said. 

The official said the current 
account surplus was not likely to 
rise strongly, with the recent surge 
seen 25 a temporary phenomenon. 


The surplus grew 15.4 percent in 


February and surged 362.3 
pescent in January. 

*“The current account surplus is 
not looking to rise strongly in the 
medium term, ` given the recent 
movement of exports, imports and 
services, "’ the official ا‎ 


Asian e Plan Regional 


and ship losses are common in the 
region. 

Insured sums have hit a peak. 
The insured sum of a new 
container vessel can easily exceed 
$100 million, and that of a 


the stable growth of the shipping 
industry,’ said Singapore's 
Insurance Commissioner Lim Shu 


market itself is unstable," she 
said, citing cyclical premium rate 
fluctuations, changes and disputes 
over the terms and conditions of 
insurance coverage and the 
insecurity of insurers in financial 
difficulties. 

She said the move by the Asian 
shipowners forum to build a 
uniquely Asian ship insurance 
market that would ensure stability 
in pricing, coverage and security 
was a “move in the right 
direction." 

Lim said Singapore, a leading 
maritime center, was an ideal bass 
for a regional underwiting market 
because of its stable political and 


-busipess environment, financial 


infrastructure, strategic location 
and prudent regulatory practices. 
(AFF) 


a 5 Current Account Surplus OPEC in Bid to End Quota Violations 
| Down. 24.3% in Year to March 


8,374.3 billion yen in the same 
year, up from 2,456.6 billion yen 
a year earlier. 

Analysts said the current 
account surplus was within 
expectations following a surge in 
imports towards the end of March 
tO meet growing domestic demand 
ahead of the April 1 consumption 
tax rise from three percent to five 


“But we forecast Japan’s 
surplus will jump again in the year 


` tO March 1998, supported by 


`. Analysts said the ıpward-trend 
of Japan's trade surplus was 


4 ‘“The yen has gained recently, 
but this is still within anı expected 


to as low as 117.50 yen in Tokyo 
` on Monday. 

In March alone, Japan's 
current account surplus was down 
17.0 percent from a year earlier at 
1,030.1 billion? yen, : the ministry 
said. - 


ag We in Asia should not 


سا ا 


sector to launch a regional market 


appears to be heading for a 
downward cycle, reversing the 
trend in the mid-1990s when 
premium rates had peaked and loss 
ratios were at a record low, 


Chao said, but “We are not going 


` in within a year for the simple 


reason that the insurance market at 


` the moment is very soft.” 


“An insurance company going 
in now would lose money and the 
Asian market ,would be 
short-lived,” said Chao, who is 


` chairman of the Hong Kong 


` Shipowners Association. 
“But we are gearing up and as 


"soon as we see the right time, we 
` move in,” Chao added. 


Asia has some of the world’s 
busiest ports and most congested 
sea routes in addition to the perils 
posed by cyclones and typhoons, 


terms of crude oil and office 


. The .capital . and financial 
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3 TOKYO — Japan's currekt ao- 
cotmit surplus in-fhe year to March 


monetary transférs, dropped 
24.3% from the previous year to 
7,180.2 billion yen ($60.3 
billion), the ministry said. 


uding strong rises in value 


equipment, mainly personal 


porceit to 44,830. ا‎ 
imports expanding 22.4 pèrcent to 
3,6021.2 billion yen. 

Cnide oil imports rose 36.5 
percent in the year in valie terms 
`with office equipment up 28.4 
percent. Auto exports rose by 20.4 
i i 


account showed an outflow of‏ ا( 


cials said pere 


e arp an 
ا و‎ e" be 


` “n the past when there was nO 
competition Lioyd’s was the lord 
almighty. : They dictated the 
terms," Chao told reporters. 


Auverlise in 
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ing the Qoran. Others were 
preparing wills and saying last 
words to their families. Voices 
were like the buzz of the bees. 
They were preparing themselves 
to meet their Lord. Swords and 
spears were being readied. That 
night tey were guests on the land 
of Karbala’. History awaited the 
event that would take piace an tbe 
morn. The swords and spears were 
pens that would inscribe the most 
glorious chapter in the contipuing 

drama being written by man. 
During that night Hussein bid 
farewell to his family and loved 
ones. He paid visits to al-Sajjzd, 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


n n‏ ر 
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و و 


e‏ ا یل ار و لايذكرنى ومن إلا استعبرة 
am the one who will be killed i‏ 1“ 


a manner that fears wil] be shed 
upon me and my rememberance 
will not but awaken the conscience 
and impart lessons.” 


imam Hussein (AS) ` 


Imam Hussein (AS) set off the great Ashura 
Uprising and, by sacrificing his own blood |*-:.. 


EEE 


and that.of his dear ones; rescued Islam and ¬'.. e 
justice; condemned the machinery of the ۰ . 
Bani Omayyads and devastated its pillars. 


IMAM HUSSEIN IBN ALI (AS) 


1 is reported in the Musnad (Book of traditions) of Ahmad bin 

= Hanbal, the two Sahihs (Authentic books of traditions), and the 
exegesis of a Tha'alibi and al-Tabarsi, that Ibn Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, was quoted as saying, “when the verse (say: 
1 do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to. you except 
the love for my relatives) was revealed, Muslims asked the Prophet 
(), “O Messenger of Allah (S)! Who are your kinsfolk whom we 
should love?! ‘Al, Fatimah and their two sons,’ answered the 
Prophet (AS).” 

Next to the verses of the Glorious Qoran, we quote certain 
statements, from the Messenger of Allah (S) as additional evidence 
expressing the lofty position occupied by Imam Hussein (AS) in the 
world of Islam and the Min mmal: 


said, the Measenger of Allah (S) said, “Hussein is from me and I am j 
from Hussein. Allah loves whoever laves Hussein, Hussein is a]. ". 
disciple of the disciples.” 4 

2. Salman al-Farsi is reported to have said, “1 heard the Prophet of Î , 
Allah (S) saying, ‘Hassan and Hussein are my two sons. Whoever loves Î  . 
them then he loves me. And whoever dislikes fhem then he dislikes me Î 
And whoever dislikes me then Allah dislikes him. And whomever Alla 2 
dislikes, He will throw him into hell face dowmward.” : - 

3. Al-Sara’ bîn Azib is quoted to have said, “1 saw the Messenger : 
of Allah (5) carrying Hussein bin Ali (AS) on his shoulder. He was 
saying, ‘O Lord! i do love him so love hîm.” 

4. Abdullah bîin Mas’ood is reported to E «the Messenger 
of Allah (S) said, concerning Hassan and Hussein, ‘These are my two 
sons, whoever loves them then he loves me. And whoever ا‎ : 
them he dislikes me,” 

5. Alî bin Hussein (AS) said, on the authority of his father, on the | *. 
authority of his grandfather (AS), “The Messenger of Allah ($) took Û. ۰ 
the arms of Hassan and Hussëîin and said, Whoever loves me and 


loves these two and their father, he will certainly be with me on the 8 
ا‎ of Judgement.” 


Tehran Times 


and childrèn out of harm's way. 
Shortly before sunset, Imam 
Hussein (AS) addressed his com” 
panions and family and told herm 
that the enemy wanted ı0 one eX” 
cept him. Thus, anyone of them 
was free to withdraw during the 
night, in order to escape death. 
Not one of them would leave him. 
They unanimously declared their 
readiness to fight and lay their 
lives down for the sake of Islam. 
Darkuess fel. The housebold 
of the Prophet (S) and their sup- 
porters did not close their eyes. 
Some of them were praying, invo- 
cating Allah for His mercy, recit- 


made a show of being a good 
Muslim, Yazid had openly 
repudiated Islam. What was 
needed, [mam Hussein (AS) 
realized, was a revolution in the 
consciousness of the Muslim 
umımah, which had been corrupted 
by lust for the wealth of an Arab 
empire; and this revolution would 
be achieved not by his accession to 
the caliphate, but by bis death — 
in such a way that the issues would 
be clear-cut. Yazid would not have 
a chance of denying complicity in 
the martyrdom of Imam Hussein 
(AS), as Muawiyah had for the 
martyrdom of Imam Hassan (AS). 
Accordingly, the Imam took the 
first step and sent his cousin, 
Hazrat Muslim ibn Aqeel, as his 
emissary to Kufa. 


Safeer-e-Husseîn 


Arriving in Kufa, Hazrat 


Muslim at first received a lot of . 


Support; it is said that as many as 
18,000 and at least 12,000 Kufans 
pledged homage to the cause of 
Imam .Hussein (AS). But as soon 
as Yazid heard of this, he ordered 
Obaidullah.ibn Ziad, the governor 
of Basra, to go and take charge of 
the situation. Arriving in disguise, 
with a turban covering his face, 
ibn Ziad was mistaken at first for 
Imam Hussein (AS) by the Kufans; 
as they gathered around him, 
ready to pay homage, 


(To be Contd.) 


from us during the evening, then 
perhaps we many be able to pray 
to our Lord during the night, to 
supplicate Him and seek His for- 
giveness. He knows that I] have 
always loved prayer, the recita- 
tion of his Book, invocating Him 
at length and seeking His for- 
giveness.” 

The situation was extremely 
dismal. The Umayyad army was 
surrounding the camp of Hussein 
(AS), while women and children 
were frightened as to what would. 
happen next. Imam Hussein was 


, checking his defences and worry” 


ing about how to keep the women 


Ei E: 


inces of the Islamic world had 
pledged allegiance to Imam Has- 
san (AS), and it would have been 
easy for later historians to miscon- 
strue his fight as being one for the 
caliphate. Thus, Imam Hassan 
(AS) agreed to compromise and let 
Muawiyah get the caliphate, on the 
following conditions: firstly, 
Muawiyah should rule according 
to the Qoran and Sunna; secondly, 


Muawiyah should nominate no- . 


one as caliph after him, but leave 
the choice to the Muslim ummah; 
thirdly, that people should be left 
in peace; fourthly, that no harm 
should come to the followers of 
Hazrat Ali (AS) — including their 
families and belongings: and 
lastly, that no harm should come 
to Imam Hassan (AS), Imam 
Hussein (AS), or anyone of the 
Ahl-ul-Bait. Muawiyah readily ac- 
cepted, sudJenly forgetting his 
zeal for revenge; in the years to 
come, hè was to violate each onê 
of the conditions. 


Land without Sincerity 


All this Imam Hussein {AS) 
knew very well; he alşo knew that 
because most Kufans were 
motivated by economic reasons, 
they would be unwilling to risk 
their lives for him. and in times of 
danger would desert him as they 
had deserted his father and 
brother. But the fight against what 
Yazid represented had to be made, 
unlike Muawiyah, who at least had 


It was not to rethink his deci- 
sion concerning the military 
choice that Hussein asked Ibn Sa'd 
to grant him the extra time. The 
path was crystal clear in his mind, 
but Hussein (AS) eagerly wanted 
to stay up that night ia worship. He 
desired that it be the last night 
during which he would talk to his 
family, companions and loved 
ones. He knew what lay ahead. 
Thus he said to his brother al-Ab- 
bas, tbe second time le sent him 
to Iba Sa'd: 

“Go back to them. If you can 
delay them until mıorning and 
persuade them to keep away 


of victory when Muawiyah used a 


„ trick to prevent his army from 


being defeated; he asked his 
soldiers to raise copies of the 
Qoran on their lances, and asked 
for arbitration. Despite Hazrat 
Ali's warnings that this was a 
trick, many soldiers in the Islamic 
army, incited by a few bribed by 
Muawiyah, refused to fight on. 
The resulting arbitration was 
inconclusive, and only gave 
Muawiyah a chance to escape. 
Angered by this, many of those 
who had originally proposed the 
arbitration now rebelled against 
Hazrat Ali (AS); called Kharijites, 
they were put down at the battle of 
Nahrawan. But one of them, Abd 
ar-Rahman bin al-Muljam, 
attacked Hazrat Ali (AS) with a 
poisoned sword in the mosque of 
Kufa on 19 Ramadhan, 40 AH (23 
January 661 AD); Hazrat Ali was 
martyred two days later. 


NT the Kufans accepted 
.„. ؟‎ Imam Hassan (AS) as 
their new caliph, but all except a 
minority refused to fight against 
Muawiyah. A war at this stage 
would have meant more blood- 
shed. Also, the issue was not clear- 
cut; Muawiyah claimed to bè 
fighting to get revenge for the third 
caliph, though in fact he only 
wanted power. And even if Imam 
Hassan (AS) had won, that would 
only have meant a worldly victory 
for the caliphate; for not all prov- 


PAGE 6 Muharram 


> سف عه 


Part2 


Although he refused at 
first, so urgezf were the demands 
made by all parties that be finally 
accepted — so long as everyone 
paid him homage, and so long as 
they understood that he would 
decide strictly according to the 
Qoran and the Sunra of the Holy 
Prophet (S). The people, 
desperate, accepted these 
conditions. 

However, there were a few 
who were not happy; a few who 
had hoped to get the caliphate and 
thereby get control of the empire. 
Among these were Talha and 
Zubair, who initially paid homage 
to Hazrat Afi (AS) but then slipped 
away to Mecca, starting a 
rebellion; they were defeated and 
killed in the battle of ai-Jamal. 
Another person who was not 
happy was Muawiyab ibn Abu 
Sufiyan, who had been appointed 
governor of Syria Somê ten years 
before; but rather tha rebelling 
openly, he called for revenge on 
the murderers of the third caliph, 
blaming Hazrat Ali (AS). After 
tying various peaceful means of 
resolving the situation, Hazrat Ali 
(AS) was forced to resort to 
violence and, in 36 AH (657 AD), 
the battle of Siffin waş fought. 


Unfortunate Moments 


Hazrat Ali's army, led by 
Malik-e-Ashtar, was on the verge 


Iran Sees Regional 
Stability With 
Russian Help 


۱ 1 ranian President Akbar 

Hashèemi Rafsanjani said 
Iran was ready to cooperate with 
Russia to restore stability in Tajik- 
istan and end a civil war in neigh- 
boring Afghanistan. 


Candidates Launch 
Presidential [ 
Campaign 


he four presidential candi- 

dates, whose eligibility 
had been approved by the Guardi- 
ans Council, officially launched 
their election campaigns through- 
out the country since the early 
hours of Saturday morning. 


President 


Rafsanjani Arrives 
in Ashkabad 


EDV resides Akbar Hashemi 

Rafsanjani heading a 

hig ranking delegation, arrived 

in Turkmenistan and was warmly 

welcomed by his Turkmen cowm- 
terpart Saparmurat Niyazov. 


Maneuvers 
Launched in 
Persian Gulf Waters 


He Joint ‘Salman Fateh 
A Maneuvers code-named 
*Y¥a Hussein Shahid’ were 
launched in the Persian Gulf and 
Sea of Oman by the air and naval 


forces. 


President Visits 
Quake-Hit Areas 


8 resident Ali Akbar 

gz JHashemi Rafsanjani 

toured villages in the east of the 

country devastated by a powerful 

earthquake which left around 
2,400 people dead. 


Rafsanjani, 
Niyazovu Hold First 
Round of Talks 


resident of Iran and Turk- 
menistan held their first 
round of talks. President Saparımu- 
rat Niyazov of Turkmenistan wel- 
coming the Îranian president as the 


` first distinguished guest in the 


newly-built presidential palace, 
stressed that Turkmens consider 
Iranians as their dear ard true 
friends. 


/jranian Foreign Minister 

Ali Akbar Velayati ar- 

rived iı Damascus where he was 

welcomed by his Syrian counter- 
part Faruq al-Shara. 


Iran Will Not 
Submit to Bullying 
Powers 


TT jhe Supreme Leader of the 

Islamic Revolution, Aya- 

tollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, said 

that under no circumstances Ira- 

nian nation will surrender to inter- 

ventionist policies of arrogant 
powers. 


Teese 


Guardian Council 


Approves 4 Out of 
238 Candidates 


he Guardian Council of 

Constitution approved 
four presidential candidates out of 
238 declaring them eligible to run 
for presidential elections slated for 
May 3. 


Mid-East Oil and 
Gas Towards 3rd 
Millennium Opens 


7 he world’s energy security 
is intertwined with that of 
the Persian Gulf which is the main 
source of oil supply for the world’s 
increasing demand in the future, 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani said. 


Rafsanjani, 
Rakhmanovu Hold 
First Round of Talks 


he first round of bilateral 

talks between President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
Tajik President Emomali Rakhma- 
nov began. 


ج حتت 


Over 1,000 Killed, 
40,000 Injured in 
Quake 


ver 1,000 people have so 
` @: been killed and fourty 

thousands injured at Darmiaa dis- 
trict, Khorasan Province, official 
in charge of the provincial natural 
disasters headquarters Mehdi 
Siadatî said. 


Opposition Says 
Election Boycott 
Respected 


کےا .س 
5 5 


ali's mainstream opposi- 

tion parties said their boy- 
cott of Sunday presidential 
elections had been respected after 
a low turnout in the impoverished 
west African Country. 


IRAN IN HIGHLIGHT 


و چ 


Tuesday, 


Mubarak, Velayati 
Hold “Frank and 
Constructive” Talks 


0 (j be visiting Iranian Foreign 

Minister Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati met Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak at ıe presidential 
palace in Cairo, the state-run 


Egyptian radio reported. 
President 
Inaugurates 
Mobarakeh Steel 
Company 
Extension Plan 


he first phaşe of an expan- 

sion plan at the Mo- 
barakeh Still Company was 
inaugurated by President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in Isfahan. 


Fednresiay, Miay 7F 


10th International 
Book Fair, 4th 
Press Festival 


Wind Up 


Oth Tehran International 
Book Fair and the 4th Press 


Festival wound up in presence of 
Majlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam Ali 
Akbar Nateq Nouri. 


Velayati Confers 
With Lebanese, 
Syrian Officials 


* 
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43 Dead, 100,000 
Homeless as Floods 
Submerge Chinese 

Province‏ س 
Besra‏ 
homeless by ferocious rainstorms‏ 


wreaking havoc in southern 
China, reports said. 


Sunday, diay 11 


J bin PM Leaves 
Peru 2 Hostage 


Cal 

apanese Prime Minister 
(Orie Hashimoto 
headed home after a one-day trip 
to Peru to thaok president Alberto 
Fujimori for an *“admirable"” hos- 
tage rescue that ended a rebel siege 
at his ambassador’s home. 


Pope Crowns 
Lebanon Visit With 
Call for Peace 
BD) epe John Paul crowned a 


€2) triumphant visit to Beirut 
with a call from its war-ravaged 
heart for restoration of Lebanese 
sovereignty and a just peace 
throughout the Middle East. 


Turks Protest at 
Plan to Close 
Religious Schools 


housands of people gath- 

ered in the shadow of Is- 
tanbul's historic Blue Mosque to 
protest at a clampdown on Islamic 
schools ordered by Turkey"s pow- 
erful secularist military. 


ionday, hay 


Pak, mdian PMs 
Agree to Set Uþ 
Hotline 


Î rainstorm that battered 
BY southern China killed at 


` least 40 people after triggering 


floods that one local 


2 official described as occuring only 


once in five centuries. 


` Plane Crash Kills 
35 in China 


€ ied i 
CRI) si 35 people died in 
: China's first big aviation 
disaster for almost three years 
‘when a Boeing 737 slammed into 
the runway of a storm-swept air- 
port in the southern city of Shen- 


, Zhen, officials said. 


Ross Meets Israeli 
Minister as Hopes 
` Dim for 
Breakthrough. 


Saturday; Miay 10 


Mobutu Lands in 
` Kinshasa 
ا‎ 


aires President Mobutu 
Sese Seko returned to the 


` capital Kinshasa afternoon from . 


Gabon where he had been attend- 
ing a summit of central. African 
leaders. 


۰ Pope Gets Warm. 
Welcome in 


(Pore salm Ful agire in 
(Porc xain Fal aired in 


` ‘come ESE authorities of the Mus- 


lim-majority country and 
immediately issued a veiled call 
for the departure of Israeli troops. 


Latin America by trying to soften ٤ 


Kashmir 21 months ago have been . 


(is saia cee denier n 
oi .Kinshasa, President 
Mobutu Sèse Seko .Jeft his threat- 
ened Capital aboard his private 


rish Prime Minister John. . <. .. 
7 


in Northern Ireland one of his top ۰ 


FERN .S. Preside Bi Clinton 
EBE his: first trip to 
tension with Mexico over immi- 
gration restrictions and illegal 
drugs, declaring himself “a good 
friend to fhe people of Mexico." ` 


Anti-Taleban 


Forces Launch 
, Offensive Near 


 WedresHay;, May 7 


° r vat Ashur = ERE 
"ts ow blo Kashmir Hostages 
..rilslamg Killed by Separatist 
'nery of Group ۰ 
3 e pillars or Westemars seized by : 


separatists in troubled 


killed by their. captors, a top milî- 
tanî told Indian interrogators; offi 
cials said. a 


Mobutu Flies Out 
of Kinshasa, 
: Perhaps for Final 


Time 


IH IBN ALI (N 


Thrirsday, May 28 


Bruton Heartened 
After Nilreland 
Talks With Blair 
Bruton said after talks 
wit Tony’ Blair that he believed 


5 „gı the new British prime minister 
.” „Would make the search for peace 


Priorities, 


Friday, May 3 


Storm in South 2 
Chins Guangzhou 
| Kills at Least 40 


"اا دد درت 


clinical psychologist in New 
York. “Tf it's the latter, yon won't 
get the results you're looking for, 
and you'll erd 5P even more 
frustrated and angry." . 

If it’s just a matter of venting, 
take a tîp from Jody Ren of 
Denver, wio bas a dtawerful of 


complaint letters sever sent. “Just سے‎ : 


putting my anger down on paper is 
usually enough,” she says, 
“especially in situat Sons where 1 
probably don’t stand a chance,” 


Remember, the secret to ر‎ 


dealing with the inevitable 
puisances of. life is to first pik ” . 
your fights, and then use these 
strategies to frame your 


administrator in the position of 
having to defend a Faculty 
memt®r. 

Instead, speak with the teacher 
in private. Don't present yourself 
as an adversary bı as a concerned 
parent who wants to share 
information and help solve the 
problem. If this courteous 
approach doesn’t work, then 
you're within your rights to call a 
department head, the principal or, 
if necessary, the district 
superintendent. 

Pick Worthwhile Fights. 


Some people spend endless hours 
— and dollars — complaining 
about the most minor matters. For 
them it's the principle that counts. 
But most of us need to be selective 
about our spats. A4 financial 
complaint is worth making only if 
time and money spent. ıu other 
disputes there should be some 
clear-cut potential benefit. 


gement. Begin tin 
some chunks of soaked o GE 
into the vase and creating the outl 
with long stems of eucalyptus. 
Strengthen the outline with four ûr 
five deep pink gladioli. 


: ES 
have a problem and need help to 
salve it. This gentle approach is 
likely to disarm your opponent; 
when someone humbly asks for 
help, most people do what they 
can. 
In dealing with an auto 
mechanic or a plumber, for 
example, try a friendly, respectful 
approach when a repair doesn’t 
work. “Don"t accuse him of not 
doing the job right,” advises John 
E. Novak, a general contractor 
from Edgartown, Mass “Instead, 


say that you still have tbe problem 
and need his help again.” 

In situations where you think 
you've been overcharged, says 
lawyer Rick Felberbaum of Boca 
Raton, Fla., ask for a detailed 
breakdown of the bill. “Start by 
saying you're perplexed, since the 
bill doesn’t match what you were 
told the job should cost. By asking 
for clarification, you give the 
person an opportunity to save face 
if there's been an overcharge.” 

Of course if honey alone 
doesn't work, adding a bit of 
vinegar might. But rather than 
insulting, point out what will 
happen if you don"t get results. 
For instance saying you've been a 
regular customer for years carries 
the implied threat that you might 
mot be one in the future. 

Being tactful is just as 
important when dealing with rude 
strangers — often the most vexing 
situations of alli because people are 
reluctant to have public 
confrontations. For example, ‘If 
„Someone cuts ahead of you in line, 
calmly say, ‘1 believe these people 
were next, then us,” suggests 
Marilyn Puder-York, a clinical 
psychologist in New York City. 


Being nice but speaking up will 


usually shame the offeoder into 
submission. 

Work Your Way Up. 
Whenever you have a problem, 
resist the temptation to start at the 
top. If you call the company 
president right away, you'll 
probably be routed to the vice 
president in charge of nut cases. If 
you work your way up to the 
president, though, yowll be seen 
as dogged and respectful. And 
you're likely to get what you want. 

People can’t do what’s beyond 
their control, however. If a clerk 
is obstinate and unresponsive, 
thank ber for her time, say you 
know she's done all she could 
(even if she hasn't) and ask to 
speak to “your supervisor in 
customer service." Persist until 
you get to someone who has the 
power to change decisions. 

Similarly, if your child is 
having trouble in school and hîs 
teacher is hostile, resist the 
impulse to speak immediately with 
an administrator. By going over 
the teacher's head, you put the 


problem. 

Jan Schwoyer discovered that 
in a difficult situation, it's possible 
to get results without becoming 
pusby or loud. Indeed, effective 
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‘“*I won’t rat,’" said the boy. 
Determined to right the wrong, 
Schwoyer phoned the assistant 
principal, calmly told him what 
her son had said, aud asked if he 
had any proof that her boy had hit 
the girl. The assistant principal 
immediately began screaming as if 
Schwoyer were a kid who'd cut 
class. 
Shocked, Schwoyer simply 
asked, “Why are you so angry at 
me?” That stopped the tirade cold. 
The assistant principal calmed 
down, and they resolved .the 


0 0 hen Jan Schwoyer of Al- 

lentown, Pa., learned that 
her 15-year-old son had been given 
an in-school suspension, she Was 
upset. After she finally got him lo 
tell his side of the story, she was 
livid. “The kid sitting behind me 
hit the girt in front of me," her son 
explained, “and the girl tumed and 
yelled at me.” When Schwoyer 
asked her son why he hadn't told 
this to the assistant principal who 
handed out the suspension, she 
came up against adolescent ethics. 


complaining is a skill anyone can 
master. AIlI you need is 


determination and an 
understanding of these simple 
rules: 


Be Prepared. You have a 
better chance of winning a case if 
youre an expert on your situat, on. 
That doesn’t mean you must cite 
Supreme Court decisions, but you 
do need to be prepared with 
names, dates, prices or times that 
relate to your complaint. 

When an airline failed to award 
Lillian Sims of Milwaukee all the 
frequent-flier mmiles she"d earned 
on an extended foreign trip 
because of an obscure provision, 
she tracked down the supervisor of 
the frequent-flier program. “She 
asked me to send her all the 
information,” Sims recalls. “I had 
everything she needed, and after 
reviewing it, she awarded me the 
right number of miles.’ 

Face the Issue. Letters can be 
ignored, and your opponent can be 
unreasonable over the telephone. 
Your personal presence, however, 
can sometimes make all the 
difference. 1 

Deirdre Martin of Ithaca, 
N.Y., was having trouble getting 
ber insurance company to pay for 
a doctor’s visit that the insurer 
maintained was for a pre-existing 
condition. After wending her way 
through the company’s 
bureaucracy, she realized a 
mistake had been made about the 
date of the visit. To collect her 
claim, she just needed a note from 
her doctor. 

“But when 1I called his office, 
they said they were too busy, and 
told me to have the insurance 
company call them, " she explains. 
“] knew tbe insurer's 
representative would never call, 
so Î decided to drive to the doctor's 
office and ask in person." 

Martin introduced herself to the 
receptionist who had originally 
fielded her call; then she politely 
repeated her request. “It was as if 
Î were seven-foot-one instead of 
five-foot-one. The receptionist 
actually typed the letter while I 
waited." 

Stay Cool. Being nasty will 
mark you as a crank, not a 
reasonable person who’s been 
wronged. A' demonstration of 
anger only triggers the 
fight-or-flight response in other 
people, and neither response wil] 
help you. As Jan Schwoyer 
learned when talking with the 
assistant principal, “It’s the 
person who gets emotional first 
who loses," 

The best gambit is to say you 


4 oz. butter or margarine 

4 oz. castor sugar 

2 eggs, lightly beaten 

For the filling and decoration: 
8 oz. strawberries 

3 pint double cream 


You will need... 


Preparation time 
30 minutes 


Cooking time 

30 minutes 

Oven setting 
350°F, gas mark 4 


ieve flour and salt together, Cream fat and sugar until light 
and fluffy. Beat in eggs, one at a time. Fold in dry ingredi- 
ents wîth a metal spoon. Divide mixture equally between 
2 well greased 6-7 inch sandwich tins. Bake in the center 
of a moderate oven for 25-30 minutes. Turn out and cool on wire 


tray. 


Hull the strawberries, reserve half for decorating the top and 
roughly chop the rest. Whip the cream until leaves a trail from 


the whisk. 


Put the cakes together filling the center with half of the cream 
and all of the chopped strawberries. Place the whole strawber- 
ries on top of the cake and, using a large star tube, swirl cream 
around the strawberries. As an alternative, when strawberries 
are not in season, use a tin of peaches, well drained. 


QUICK TIP 


To make cream go further: 
use equal quantities of single 
and double cream and whisk 
in a litte castor sugar. 

Alternatively whip a small 
carton of double cream until 
thick and fold in two egg 
whites which have been stiffly 
beaten with a little castor 


sugar. . 


and Islamic identity. As part of the 
public campaign, recently’ some 5O 
teahouses have been restored and 
reopened in the capital city alone. 
One which has been reopened with 
purely traditonal and old-fash- 
ioned style is the Azari Teahouse. 

The Azari Teahouse is in fact a 
museum of Iranian antiques and 
marvelous handicrafts. The brick 


ant start in their search for natıona! 


poem by listening to the story 
teller.) The story teller chose the 
suhject depending on the occasion 
and the specific event of the month 
or week. For instance, during the 
mourning month of Muharram, he 
concentrated on the life and hero- 
_ ism of Irmnam Hussein (AS) and his 
associates. In the Islamic fasting 


flooring, the wooden latticed 
doors and windows with colorful 
glasses, the tile work, blue tile 
ponds with fountains and the paint- 
ings, take one back to the atmos- 
phere of the past when man was 
not alienated from himself and so- 
ciety and was not a captive of 
modern industrial life. The tea- 
house has been so masterfully re- 
stored such that it iş just as it was 
when it existed a long time ago. 
Other than its interior decoration 
and sêtup, it features story tellèrs 
and narrators. All in all it is the 
exact replica of the old teahouse. 
With the first visit to the Azarî 
Teahouse one immediately falls in 
love with it. The customers, the 
youth in particular, enjoy the tra- 
ditional culture along with their 
cup of tea. Some may not be aware 
of the purposes the teahouse used 
to serve in the past and havê come 
to explore it. For the aged who are 
nostalgic about the teahouse, their 
revival brings back sweet memo- 
ries of the past when Jife was not 
as hectic, not as confined to the 
walls of apartments and not as 
devoid of simple and genuine 
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pleasure. As usual, most find the‏ 


stories told at the Azari Teahouse 
fasicnating and stimulating. 
Among other old and popular 
teahousëês are the Tayeb Teahouse, 
Abbasi Teahouse and Qasem 
Gousfandi Teahouse. (Courtesy of, 
JrnAirin flight magazine, No, 11, 1994) 


month of Ramazan, when the cus- 
tomers dropped by after breaking 
their fast, he told stories relating 
to Imam Ali (AS), who was mar- 
tyrfed on the 21st day of Ramazan. 

In general, the story tellers 
were powerful speakers who could 
easily stimulate emotions and the 
nationalist and Islamic sentiments 
of the listeners. At times they told 
the people how to live with dig- 
nity, defend their rights and liber- 
ties. Many disputes were settled in 
the teahouse in an impressively 
friendly manner and many cases 
that could not be settled in the state 
courts were settled in the teabhouse. 
All in all, during the time when 
there was no sign of the high tech 
telecommunication facilities and 
radio and television, the teahouses 
were the most pleasant places for 
Passing time. 


Restoration of 
Teahouses 
Efforts are underway to bring 
back to life the one time favorite 
hangout of the Iranian people—the 
teahouses. This is part of the over- 
all drive to return to traditional 


Revival of traditional culture, 
manifested in various aspects of 
social life, is a way of attracting 
the intèrest of the youth in genuine 
Iranian culture. Teahouses pro- 
vide a bridge between the present 
and the past and provides a pleas- 


Answers to last weék’s WHO’S WHO 
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ی ا 
called them the “Teahouse Paint-‏ 
ings” because of the fact that they‏ 
were displayed in teahouses.‏ 
These paintings date back to about‏ 
a century ago.‏ 

In general, Teahouse Paintings 
depict a clear and simple subject, 
The artist paints a historical event 
as well as heroes and figures from 
Ferdowsi'’s Shahnameh. In order 
to preduce a good work of art he 
must master the subject matter and 


o reviye 2H5 2 


Political issues discussed. The 
teaman went about serving tea and 
water pipes while answering que- 
Hês on the latest events in the 
neighborhood, Usually, the cns- 
tomers who were acquainted with 
each other sat around the same 
table. People came to find new 
friends or meet old ones. New- 
comers were introduced to old 
customers by the teaman. The 
newcomer soon felt at home and 
made friends while chatting over a: 
cup of tea. The teaman and work- 


` ers used to sleep in the teahouse. 


At the early stage, no entertain- 
meut was offered to customers. 
However, as the teahouses became 


Popular and crowded, especialy 
during the rule of the Safavids 
(1500-1736) and Qajars (1779- 
1925), entertainment became a 
Popular feature of the teahouses 
which went on till late at night. 
The narrators entertained the cus- 
tomers by telling epic stories and 
the braveries of the holy Imams. 
Soon the teahouse became the ex- 
hibition hall of paintings at a time 
wher art galleries were non-exis- 
tent. These paintings came to be 


glecîed anf cozy tea 
aid se ton places uj 
Wow Si 5 


cltuire, 
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the historical event. If the painting 
is one relating to the holy JImams, 
he must he weli aware of the relat- 
ing Hadith. The artist uses his 
imagination in producing a mar- 
velous painting whose simplicity 
makes it appealing and compre- 
hensible to ordinary people. The 
beauty of Teahouse Paintings lies 
in its masterful simplicity. 

The teahouses were also fa- 
vored and loved for their story 
tellers and narrators. The experi- 
enced story teller used to attract 
and excite the custorners while en- 
thusiastically telling an epic story 
from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, 
such as the battle of Rustam, the 
most renowned hero among the 
Iranians, with Isfandyar, the son 
of Gushtasp, of the first dynasty of 
Persian kings. The story teller, 
who usually had an assistant, told 
the story in a manner that the lis- 
tener imagined himself in the bat- 
teground. Occasionally he cited 
couplets from Shahnameh (this 
was how Ferdowsi"s poems be- 
came popular among the illiterate 
who could simply memorize the 


known as ‘Teahouse Paintings." 
According to Professor Abbas 


Blouki, tI the end of the Qajar . 


Dynasty, painting, poetry reading 
sessions, music, singing and tradi- 
tional shows only belonged to the 
royal court and the public were 
deprived of such leisure. How- 
ever, a famous painter, Ali Reza 
Qoullaraghasi, took the art to the 
general public by displaying for 
the first time his famous work of 
art, “Day of Ashura,” in a tea- 
house in the ancient city of Rey, 
south of Tehran. The public enthu- 
siasm motivated him to Jo other 
"paintings from the epic stories of 
Shahnameh, and gradually a cal- 
ligraphy of poems of great Iranian 
poets such as Hafez, Sa'adi and 
Mowlana decorated walls of tea- 
houses. 

Professor Blouki writes that al- 
though teahouses servel as the 
first gallery of teahouse paintings, 
thèê original artist was Marco 
Gerigorian, a young painter who 

„ followed the modern school of 
panting. Almost a century ago he 
collected these paintings and 
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Spotlight: Islamic Republic of Iran 


QOraditionaf 
` OJeahouses. 


The traditional Iranian teakouse camerinto existence during the Safavid YES ¢ 


1730) when the Sherly Brothers sat up the first teabouse in tte ceur 
of the four Qezelbash tribes set up four teahouses in the areiekt Er 


were they met with members of their respectire tribes. 


1629), the Sherly brothers trav- 
eled to Iran to train the army and 
: manufacture cannons. To pass 
¬ their free hours, they opened a 
. shop where they offered coffee. 
Soon others followed suit and 
opened similar places wheré tea 
was served and which İater came 
, f0 be known as the ‘‘teahouse.” 
As teahouses sprouted in every 
: corner of the town, the caravanse- 
‘rails lost their reason for existence 
` and disappeared little by little. 


architecture, tealhouses are similar 
to caravanserais. Their architec- 
ture is taken from the architecture 

` of dressing rooms öf Iranian tradi- 
tional bathhouses. The entrance 
has pillars and the structure is 
domıe-covered. The interior has 
stone or brick platforms and 
benches, smill tile-covered ponds 
with fountains, trellised windows 
with colorful glaşses, buiit-in 
‘shelves in the upper part of the 
room where handicraft and antique 
articles are displayed to make the 
atmosphere more homelike, cozy 
and pleasant. 


What Went On Inside 
Teahouses? 
As the sun started setting, the 
` teaman started his samovar and 
brewed tea. By then the tea cups 
and saucers had been washed, the 
teahoise yard swept clean, the 
flowerbeds in the garden washed, 
the pond filled and oil lamps lit— 
giving an inviting atmosphere for 
people to enter. 

Old and young, tired of the 
days work, stopped by on their 
way home to refresh themselves 
with a cup of freshly brewed tea 
and to chat with one another about 
the day’s happenings. Experiehces 

. were shared; problems aired, and 
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ا‎ tion has not only intro 


duced fındamental changes in the 
of Iranian society but, along with 
its emphasis on’ the rich Iranian 
Islamic culture, has brought dra- 


matic changes n the lifestyle of the . 


‘The change in the people”s out- 
look has served to encourage a 
return to clean cultural values. 

Less than a century’ ago the 


places where people of each neigh- 
borhood spent the evening hours 


of the cold and’ long winter nights 


„ chatting and listening to story tell- 
`` ers, narrators xud singèrs who re- 


cited poems of the famous 10th 


` cenıury Iranian poet Ferdowsi, - 
author of the great epic poem 
*““Shahnameh, Book: of Kings" . 
` The people, tired of their day’s 


. work, went to the teahötüses in the 
evenings where they relaxed, chat 
ted with one another, discussed 
their problems aid exchanged 
views. In fact the teahouses were 
places . where. new ‘ideas flour- 


new with updates in newly discov 


ered knowledge, science and tech- 


nology. In other words, they were 


the centers of education and pro 
motioa of genuine Iranian culture. 


However, in the age of radio, 


television and satellite, the tea- 


houses started gradually to lose . 


people became confined to their 
homes and apartments in the cit- 
ies. However, now it is-time to 


revive the teahouses: and bring 


them back to life. 
Origin 


Not too long ago the caravanserais 
were the éarlier version of the tea- 
bouses. The caravanserais ‘were 
usually built within the vicinity of 
towns and also on. infercity raods 
to accommodate travelers who 
traveled on horses. They stopped 
by these caravanserais to spend a 
night or two to take rest, eat and 
feed their horses.’ They were 
mainly served sîmple food and tea 
and the keepers of caravanserais: 
were kırown to be the most trust 


. worthy with whom the travelers 


could leave their money and mer- 
chandise. 4 


Due to the nature of their occu- ` 


pation, the caravarıserais keepers 
were the most well informed of 
domestic events and the first to 


find out about the latest news and 


developments from travelers com- 


ing from other towns. They were 


thus counted upon to wam people 
of disastrous events or impending 
problems and cisasters such as 
famine. N 

During the rèign of Shah Abbas 
of the Safavid Dynasty (1585- 
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1905 — Henry Fonda, U.S. stage and screen 


actor, born. Best known for his roles in the films 


“The Grapes of Wrath" and “Twelve Angry Men" He Î. 


won an Oscar for his last film “On Golden Fond”, 


1919 — Liberace, U.S. concert pianist ard 


entertainer, bom as Wladizîu Valentino Liberace, 
His frade mark was a Candelabra or his piano. : 
1929 — In Hollywood the first “academy 
awards”, presented by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, went to aciress janet 


Caynor and actor Emil jannings. The best film was |. 


“Wings”. The awards were named Oscars in 1931. 

1943 —- In World War Hi, British {Lancaster 
aircraft bombed the Mohne and the Eder Dams in 
Cermany’s industrial Ruhr basin using a bouncing 
bomb. : 

1963 —.U.S. Astronaut Gordon Cooper iı hs 
Mercury-Altlas craft splashed down near midway a 
the Pacific after orbiting the Earth 22 times i a; 
mission hasling just over 34 hours - the longest 
American space mission so far. 

1967 — French President Charles de Gaulle 
spoke of ‘formidable obstacles’ in Britain's 
application to join {he EEC, a virtual veto. 

1969 — The Russian spacecraft Venus 5 landed 
on the planet Venus. 

1974 — Helmut Schmidt was sworn m as new 
chancellor of West Germany, after the resignation 
of Willy Brandt. ا‎ 

1975 — Japanese mountaineer Junko Tabei 
became the first woman to climb Everest. 

, 1989—Aaar bomb in Beirut killed the religious 

leader of Lebanon’s Sunni Muslîms, Sheikh Hassan 
Khaled, and at least 21 others. The grand muftî of 
the republic was 68. : 

1989 — Soviet President Mikhaljl Gorbachev and 


United States, became the first monarch to address 
congress. 

1993 — Su Demirel was sworn İn as 
Turkey’s ninth president, succeeding Turgut Ozal 
who died on April 17. . 

1996 — Romano Prodi, leader of the victorious 
Olive Tree alliance in the Italian elections, was 
asked to form the new government. 
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Tehran Times Weekend Issue 


16-20 points: You verge on 
losing contact with the world 
around you. Life, as it is, is fm 
and should be considered as it is. 
Look around you fine the honest 
things that are meaningful. 


10-14 points: You have found 
a way of escaping from the things 
which bother you. This is as help- 
ful a way of adjusting, provided 
you do not allow fantasy to blur 
your vision. 


6-8 points: To be sure, there 
are ruts in the road, but when they 
are filled wit ice, those same ruts 
reflect the stars. A bit of romanti- 


fully. 

06 points: As Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said, “Reality has a slid- 
ing door.” Use it to get away from 
the tedium of everyday facts. 

(Courtesy Let’s Get Quizzi- 


call Sterling) 


ures in your community, business, 
etc? 


SCORING 


Give yourself 2 points for each 
yes-answer. 


amine the things that are close to 
you? 

9. Normally, is it diffcult for 
you to awaken after eight hours of 
sleep? 

10. Do you feel that other peo- 
ple are primarily to blame for fail- 


TÖDAY IN HISTORY 


1848 — Communist uprising in Paris. Second 
uprising in Vienna against new Austrian 


1924 — U.S. Congress passes bill instituting 
immigrant quotas based on nationality. 
1940 — The Netherlands surrenders to 


1918 — New stale of Israel is attacked by 
Egypfian planes and invaded in the north and east 
by troops from Lebanon and Trans-jordan. 


1957 — Britain explodes its first thermonuclear 


1962 — President John F. Kennedy orders 4,000 
more U.S. troops to be stationed in Thailand to 


1971 — Egyptians demonstrate in Cairo after 
President Anwar Sadat purges opponents from 
cabinet and emerges as new strongman. 

1988 — Ethiopian government declares state of 
emergency În war-torn northern provinces of 


1989 — Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, in 
Beijing, declares end to Sino-Soviet split. 

1990 — Thousands of Soviet Soldiers try fo 
break into Latvia’s parliament in anti- 


1991 — French Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
resigns and Mitterand replaces him with socialist 


1992 — Thousands of opposition supporters 
seize Azerbaijan's Parliament building and 


1993 — French police kill gunman holding 
nursery students hostage in Paris. 
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Bonaparte enter Milan, ltaly. 


constitution which is repealed. 


Germany in World War Il. 


bomb in central Pacific. 


counter threat in Laos. 


Eritrea and Tiger. 


independence demonstration. 


Edith Cremon. 


Presidential Palace. 


bound; they can see only the soil 


onı their toes. Escape routes frOm- 


the everyday world are a necessity 
for mental health, but, if carried to 
extremes, canı become a neurotic 
habit. How sound is your balance? 

Answer Yes or No. 

1. Do you envy the easy life of 
your ancestors? 

2. Do you have a pack of old 
love letters? 

3. When you go to bed at night, 
do you imagine yourself as the 
hero or heroine of some exploit? 

4. Do you refuse to make a will 
ox to consider death? 


5. Is your reading confined pri- 


marily to fiction? 1 

6. Are your living surroundings 
disorganized? 

7. Do you think most traits are 
hereditary? 

8. When out walking, do you 
survey the distance rather than ex- 


ANIMAL CRACKERS 


HAY i5, 1997 


transports passengers with his Car 
ın the afternoon and works night 
shıfts at the hospital has no >kili in 
tht (extra) Jobs he does. This 
would inly damage such 
individual's mental health and 
family relations." 

& person who turns fo more 
than one joh only to improve his 
eamıngs is likely not to consider 
the quality of his work. Wë take 
the same librarian as an example. 
He is in 4 great hurry to finish his 
first job in the morning to gèl to 

„the second one — transporting 
passengers. In this job he is 
unlikely to treat his passengers 
properly because of tension and 
mental stress. Then he returns 
hastily to the hospital to labor-on 
his third job. There he is not also 
as useful as he should be because 
of fatigue and improper training. 
Dissatisfied at work, he comes 
bome grumpy and finds neither the 
patients in the hospital nor his 
family welcome his presence. 

An authority in the social 
sciences believes that 
multi-employment is related to per 
capita income. When income is 
reduced to half because of high 
prices, a low-salaried eııployee 
has to cope with more difficulties 
because of his decline in financial 
status. Some succumb to 
anti-social behavior. They turn to 
the commission of crimes such as 


robbery or embezzlement. 
Multi-employment weakens the 


emotional base of the family. Kids 
sometimes have to dispense with 
parental caring and affection 
during their mative years. This 


drives them to live in an imaginary 
world. They create imaginary 
pictures of their parents which 
tend to replace their realistic 
perceptions in life with unrealistic 
ones. By satisfying their kids’ 
financial needs, some parents 
think they can ignore their 
emotional needs. 

According to psychotherapists, 
paying no attention to the 
emotional and psychological needs 
of children can cause them 
various problems in the future. 
The absence of a father at home 
has led kids to commit violence. 
Bolstered by such theories, 


` behavioral experts believe parents 


taking on various jobs may 
unintentionally expose their 
children to serious psychological 
problems. 

"““My kids treat me as if Î am a 
stranger," says Reza Hosseini, an 
emplyèe who has more than one, 
job. “They are always running 
away from me. Besides, they are 
declining educationally,” be adds. 

“Now, 3 or 4 months after I 
have taken on my second job, I 
have become more sensitive and 
nervous,’ says Kamal 
.Mirhosseini, another employee, 
“I feel a certain distance from my 
family. 1 cannot take my family 
out, I cannot attend parties, and j 


cannot..." 

Muiti-employment is only one 
of the many drawbacks seen in our 
country these days. To solve it, 
reforms in economic policies and 
changes in behavior patterns at the 
national and family levels shouid 
be considered. The government, 
for instance, can do much to help 
employees financially by 
providing for housing henefits to 
employees. Measures like this 
would likely discourage 
employees from takıng other jobs 
While encouraging them to work 
for efficiency ard quality. A 
SOicly Jcicrmincd to move 
forward requires a Contented 


workforce ri’ 


the essential needs of an employee 
could be met with just one job he 
would b be e discouraged from و‎ 


a second job and would have more 


free time with his family. 

“Suitable employment helps in 
the development of the nation." 
says an instructor of the College of 
Psychology at Allameh Tabatabaie 
University. 

“The high rate of joblessness 
endangers the society mentally, in 
much the same way that 
unemployment is blamed as "the 
mother of al evils.’ We must deal 
with unemployment first if we are 
going to build a healthy society." 

Each individual îs limited in 
various ways and the exercise of 
any profession requires passing a 
special training course. It is then 
obvious that any individual who 
discharges responsibilities calling 
for different skills or capabilities 
may be qualified for one job but 
ınay not be so for the other jobs. 

Those with more thar one job 
are classified into two groups. 
First, those who handle a second 
job relevant to their first job and, 
therefore, are in a position to 
discharge the second job just as 


efficiently as the first. By taking 


on the second job they are said to 
be making better use of their free 
time. Secondly, there are also 
those who take on a second job 
calling for skills not in line with 
their first job. The logical 
consequence is that their 
efficiency in their first job, as well 
as in the second, is virtually 
reduced plus the added mental 
pressure that is brought about by a 
second job of which they do not 
have the proper training or skill. 
An academic and 4 consulting 
psychologist believes in different 
situations calling for multiple 
employment. She says: “A 
psychulogist may translate or 
write houks at honte and during the 
night after a working day in his 
office consulting with patients, He 
leads several jubs and at the same 
time he renders service ta society. 


A librarian, however, who 


e‏ ا 
affected leading to various social‏ 


problems. Society suffers next 
with the effects of broken families 


and unwholesome uphrinzing of 
children. Relations turn sour. 
Each member thinks of himself. In 
the workplace, too, Jue to 
incompatibility of jobs and too 
much time spent in the workplace 
the individual suffers and his 
relationship with other workers 
strained because of too much 
physical and mental stress. 


Another expert believes that the 
quality of work will decline among 
those in multi-job situations 
because the motivation is simply to 
meet the financial burden. As 
mentioned earlier, another proven 
effect is a slump in the job market. 
When one person holds two jobs 
the effect is that half of the 
qualified workforce for the other 
job would be jobless and would 
then seek other low-paying jobs. 

The manager of a state-run 
company explains, “Since the 
young generation makes up most 
of our population there is tight 
competition in finding a job. On 
the other hand, experienced 
jobholders do not easily give up 
their jobs. Consequently, the 
youth have to stay jobless.” 


To tackle the problem a 
reasonable balance should be 
struck between income and 
expense. Some new jobs should be 
created for the youth and the age 
of retirement should be lowered. 
Some facilities like housing should 
aiso be considered by the 
government. 

Taking on more than one job 
because of financial need is also 
the result of the financial and 
economic pressure brought to hear 
on working people whose situation 
in life is such that their 
expenditures far excèeed their 
incomes. There may he an zdded 
source of income bùt the 
advantages are outweighed hy the 
negativê cultüral, social and 
mental impact caused un the 
family, especially on the kids. 1f 


that of his family comes from his 
extra job of providing private 
transportation to passengers. 


` Moreover, he said he has two kids 


în the university and another one 
ina non-profit school which add to 


ago the Minister of Education was 
heard to remark that children of 
most government employees study 
in non-profit schools. But 
everybody knows that schooling of 
children is not the major expense 
of most families in this country. 
What really causes people 
here to have more than one job? 
An expert in social sciences 
declares that there is incongruity 
between real and nominal income. 
He says that when a person earns 


{Photo by Babak Foroutan) 


` his fifancial burden. Some weeks . 


. 30,000 tomans a month the real 


value (measured in terms of 
purchasing power) of this money 
is only 10,000. For this reason hè 
has to take on more thar one job 
mı order to mmake both ends meet. 
Therefore, he says one way by 
which we can discourage 
individuals from occupying two or 
miore jobs is to equalize real and 


“nominal income. 


In addition, certain segments of 


` our society still cling to tradition 


and say that one person, the 
breadwinner, should work while 
other members of the family givè 
him the needed support by doing 
household work. The idea is 
wholly desirable but against 
practical realities; it is an accepted 
fact that if each member of the 
family with the capacity to work 
took on a job, a lot of physical and 
mental pressure would be removed 
from traditional breadwinners. 


Consequences 

Experts agree that the very first 
consequence resulting from 
multi-job situations is damage to 
society. Time that should have 
been spent for recreation and 
family get-togetherness is 
sacrificed and the welfare of the 
family suffers. Many divorces 
have resulted from overworked 
farnilies. Family relations are also 


demands of cash- strapped 
workers halfway? Some serious 
measures like thè enhancement of 
employees” job capabilities that 
will raise their level of pay and 
other fringe benefits may he taken 
to discourage them from getting 
. multiple johs. Another measure 
would’ be fo [îheralize company 
benefits to include workers in the 
lowest pay scales; and this 
includes health and recreation 
facilitiès. Of coursê a person who 
is compelled to take up several 
jobs to meet his economic needs 
should be differentiated from a 
person who is versatile and who is 


. asked to render more technical 


services. ‘Experts and consultants 
who are hired on the basis of their 
expertise belong to such group. 


. The quality of their performance 


is usually not judged by the hours 
they spend at work, although 
mental exhaustion can be just as 
harmful as physical exhaustion. In 
this article, as mentioned earlier, 
we are going to examine the 
effects of a multi-job situation as x 


result of economic pressure as far 
. asthe average eqıpioyee or worker 


is conceried. 

.- Today it is customary in Iran to 
. handle several jobs at the same 
time. Many in the workforce are 
in jobs with relatively little 
connection in skill and 
occupational requirements that it 
may be safe to predict .serious 
individual, family or national 


` consequerices as a consequence. A 


survey carried out in Tehran 
shows a considerable percentage 


. of government employeés ‘taking 


7 or at least two, and at most, three 
` occupations. This situation also 


` partly. explains the high rate of 
unemployment that prevails in the 
country. The lack of proper 
‘budgeting of earnings or allocation 
of expenses of those who have 


. single jobs is, in fact, the root of 


the problem. It is a fact that the 
usual tendency of those who have 
individual or family financial 
difficulties is to be a scrooge. It is 
therefore obvious that financial 
need is the main incentive for 
those who hunt for several jobs. 
The reasons for the rise in the 
number of those having more than 
one job in this country has grown 
in recent years. It is to be noted 
that the majority of those who take 
more than one job are low-income 


` goverment employees. İnflation, 


high prices, the desire to obtain the 
decent comforts of life such as a 
ar, and the need to meet fife's 


` basic necessities such as food and 


housing are powerful incentives. 
Of course not all the needs of a 


` person can ever be met in this life, 
` but the rewards to a person who 


takes on more than one job are 


` immediate and long-lasting. The 


fulfillment of basic needs always 
take precedence over other 
considêrations such as social 
A large nurmber of 
government employees. whose 
first-job income does not take care 


. of their necessities simply ignore 


other cousiderations such as 
family welfare. 


. In Tehran it has been observed 
that just a few people live on one 
.job. Many professionals even use 
their private cars to transport 
passengers and goods for a fes 
after office hours. Many act as 


middlemen for alf sorts of 


transactions. 

One driver was heard to havê 
remarked that he uses his entire 
salary for his house ‘rental and 
what he spends for his needs and 


anergy and 


` mores. 
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7a N country "going through. 
(2 4 tie process of develop” 

ment. requires the crea- 
tion of new jobs that will meet its 
particular needs. The creation of 


rew jobs, in fact, is seen aš one of ` 


the measures for combatting un- 
employment. However, not all 
jobs rebound to the public good. In 
this article, that iš not the concern. 
The point being stressed is that no 
ııatter how a nation may divèrsify 
jobs and professions for the sake 
of raising productivity, all efforts 
would prove futile unless individu- 
als cultivate a sense of doing things 
efficiently which brings üs toan- 


other issué faced iri today’s world: 


individuals’ taking’ two or more 
jobs. Such activity in day-to-day 
language ¬ is اا‎ ont: 
ing." : 
“Moonlighting” is a common 
phenomenon thêse days becausè of 
the tight financial situation. People 
take on more than one job in a day. 


to augment .their. income.. While - 


tbe labor laws of most countries 
would not + prohibit 
“noonlighting,?” it has gradually 


ırmıed into a matter of concern for 


countries that. sense in their 
workers a growing sense of apathy 
towards the quality of their work. 
A worker who takes multipte jobs 
has a lesser chance of performing . 
his job efficiently and the result is 


mot only disastrous for him butalso ` 


for bis family and the company or 


institution ‘that: he works. with. 


Tired workers have less 


concentration, 
dedication to work. They come 


home witliout the feeling to talk to - 


members of their family, Jet alone 


engage in some playful activity 
with their children or engage in 


intelligent conversation with thei 
spouses. When the situation 
becomes routine, it causes an 
irreparable harm to family 


relations and weakens the cultural . 


base of society. 

A father- who bursts into his 
home late and dead tired from his 
days work misses a chat with his 
kids who may have gone to bed 
already and vice-versa. What is 
more, accidents have been prone 
to happen; among workers who 
drive home dead tired from work. 

There are those who rush toz 
work early hoping to return earlier 
in the night, but because of the 
demands of working in another job 
have to forego the luxury that 


would have been enjoyed if their . 


families bad more of their time. - 
Being on the run all the time not 
only causêès physical and mental 


. stress but also deprives the worker 


of the opportunity to develop other 
interests in life. Lacking the time 
to develop hirnself. culturally and 
to enjoy lifes beauty, he ends up 
disgruntled. People with a heavy 
work schedule respond to the 
responsibilities of life and family 


with less enthusiasm and are likely . 


to age prematurely because of 


exhaustion and fatigue. As the: 


saying goes, “AI work and no 
play ınakes Jack a dull boy." More 
important, in an effort to raise 


financial resources, the person 


who takes on twa or mare jobs 
may be sacrificing the 


development or upbringing of his . 


children. Proper child 


development is an incentive that . 


greally outweighs fmancial losses. 


What brings us to the crucial 


puinf 


How can weê respond to the: 


issue in such a way as to meet the 
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PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT P.S.O INTENDS TO TENDER 

THE PURCHASE OF: 25 UNITS OF MOBILE CRANES UP TO 
25 TONS... 
INTERESTED PARTIES ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE 
TENDER DOCUMENTS FROM GROUND FLOOR, SECTION 
OF TECHNICAL & ENGINEERING DEPT., NO. 16, SHAHID 
SAIDI ALLEY, BETWEEN NEJATOLLAHI & HAFEZ, 

ENGHELAB AVE., TEHRAN-IRAN. 

AGAINST A RECEIPT OF 50,000 RIALS PAID TO ACC. NO. 
822 WITH CENTRAL BANK OF IRAN TOGETHER WITH A 
FORMAL REPRESENTATION LETTER ALL WORKING DAYS 
FROM 9 TO 11 A.M. BY THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

ANNOUNCEMENT. : 

ALL PROPOSALS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED LATEST BY 10 

A.M. LOCAL TIME ON JULY 13, 1997. 

ENVELOPES SHALL BE OPENED IN PRESENCE OF THE 

BIDDERS’ REPRESENTATIVES ONE HOUR LATER ON THE 


SAME DAY. 
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"And let not tbe unbebevem sy | 
pite) we grant them is better for : 
gence only that they may iocrease 
in sin and verily there xwat hem 
a painful Chastisment for em 
3:178). A 

O, you the grand son. of Aba 
Safyan! are you sot ashamed of : 
what you did to tire Honsehokl of 
the Messenger of God? You tram” 
pled upon the sanctity: of. our 
cleansed Househokd arid posed is 
women and children to tbe sigtit of 
the public as “captives” while 
your ows HARIM. (women) is 
protected. Are you now proud of 
the “Victory” you bave. jained? 
Do you think that if iwe are aow 
bere as “Captives” and. you a4 
“Victor”, it means that. yor are 
dear to God? Woe be upon youl . 
How insane you are to be gisd of 
the most obscene act you have 


victory. On the Day of Resurrec- 
tio you shall face the Messenger 
of God and the Most Sublime and 
Just Arbitrator shall judge your 


see who shall dwell in glory aud 
be showered with the bounties and 
graces of God Almighty and who 
will end in the most painful pun- 
ishment. " 

These words reaching us from 
beyond the curtain of over 13 cen” 
praiseworthy personality of the Li- 
oness. of Karbala, Hazrat Zainab 
(AS). The enteral victory of this 
“cleansed Household "can well be 
felf in these words delivered at the 
peak of eloquence and bravery mM Î ™W 
the court of one of the most corrupt 
and cruel rulers of history. 

These words rooted in the faith 
Zainab (AS) had it tbe truthful- 
ness of the cause of her Imam and 
brother Hazrat Hussein (AS) ecb” 
oed throughout the Islamic world 
and awakened the sleeping con¬ 
science of the people. 

Were it not for the sake of such 


rupt-regime of Yazid and no trace 
of fhe exalted and sublime values 
of Islam would be left to’ us today. ° 


veals, fulfilled her dîiyinè respon” 


The way she unveiled the antl +. 
lamic and anti humaui regime of 


he was supposed to be the. Vicor’ 


unique personality, . tat she WS 
how can, an ordinary pen an 
tongu talk of what Zainab (ASF, 
did. It was she who. was he real ‘,' . 
victor even atthe timê wher hê. 
short~sighted people. and thos 
given to the world.and its empÈê” 
meral affairs thought her, 4o, b€ 
defeated. . | 


„. case. Ît is on that day that you wil 


. This brave messenger of Inan 
. Hussein’s revolution, history fe” 


sibility in the most competeni waY. . 
. Yazid right in his court sand when + 


amî she “a captive” tells sof ê :; 


ily you brought shame and dis- 


grace upon Yourself by such an act 
of betrayal. What a huge load of 
sin and guilt you are carrying on 
your backs. But God, you shall cry 
more and will have no laughter 
because of what you did." 

People especially the women of 
Kufah flocked around the camel 
carrying Zainab and cried: ““Woe 
upon us for what we did to the 
(grand) daughter of the Messenger 
of God? O, Zainab, forgive us; we 
did not know about the guilt of our 
husbands and we are ashamed of 
what they did. 

The turmoil was spreading eve- 
rywhere and the situation forced 
the enemy to move the caravan 
toward the capital of Yazid, Da- 
mascus. The Houshold of [mam 
Hussein (AS) and Zainab (AS) ar- 
rived in Yazid’s court where cor- 
rupt Caliph was on his throne 
among a group of his generals and 
foreign guests who had been in- 
vited to celeberate the “victory”. 
According to the narrations the 
Holy head of Imam Hussein (AS) 
was laid on a tray before Yazid. 
But bis jubilation and celeberation 
all ended when tbe same voice that 
kad disturbed Kufah, sent shatter- 
ing effects on the court. Her elo- 
quent and strong speech appealed 


` to the audience in such a way that 
even the wives of Yazid who were 


sitting behind a curtain, burst into 


tears and cursed the cruel and cor- 
rupt Caliph in front of the Court. 

“O, Yazid", said the daughter 
of Hazrat Ali (AS), Zainab (AS), 
""Open your ears and listen to what 
Allah Almighty says in the Qoran: 


Suddenly a thundering voice - 


by uprising against the Caliph, 
they saw a group of noble women 
and childrer with tbe young and 
sick son of the Imam, Hazrat Ali 
ibn Hussein (AS) (the fourth 
Imam) who had been taken cap- 
tives and forced to travel the long 
journey under the burning sun on 
the back of camel's with no sad- 
dles and in the most unpleasant 
way. 

Upon the sight of the “Caravan 
of the "captives", the jubilation of 
the people who had come to cele- 
berate the “Great victory” sud 
denly died down. Amidst the 
lingering silence, a murmur was 
heard," “O God woe unto us these 
are not apostates; but captives 
from the household of the Holy 
Prophet and this is his grand 
daughter, Zainab.’ The murmur 
spread around and an atmosphere 
of shame and sadness overtook the 
people. In a matter of few minutes 
a feeling of guilt caused the audi- 
ence to burst into tears and lamen- 
. ation 


boomeranged and travelled across 
the centuries to tell the story of 
Karbala and the epic of a woman 
who brought the enemy to his 
knees and established the victory 
of the faith and religion, although 
outwardly defeated. 

“O you people of Kufah,” 
Zainab’s pious voice said “Are 


you now crying? May your tears 
never stop and your moaning 
nevetr cease! Were you not the 
ones who invited my brother to 
your city but later withdrew your 
support of his rightful cause? Ver- 


sons. - 

After the martyrdom of Imam 
who was the last among the men 
of the caravan (except his son, fhe 
4th Imam, Ali ibn Hussein who 
was sick at the time) shameless 
forces of Yazid attacked the tents 
at the Imam’s camp and ransacked 
them in such a barbaric way that 
according to narrations, they cut 
the ears of little giris for the sake 
of ear rings and finally set the 
camp ablaze. 

While women and the children 
ran for shelter hopelessly in vari- 
ous directions and the brutal army 
of Yazid was busy shamelessly 
ransacking in jubilation a camp, 
whose pious defenders had fallen 
with slaughtered bodies here and 
there on the hot desert sands of 
Karbala, it was only Zainab who 
gathered the children and women 
and asked them to overcome their 
fear and emotions lest the unscrU- 
pulous enemy consider it a sign of 
weakness in the Imam’s camp. 

The caravan, however, once 
again started for Kufah but this 
time with heads of the most noble 
men of history atop spears and 
with the family members of Imam 
Hussein (AS) and his relatives as 
“captives.” 

The city of Kufah, under pres- 
sures of the corupt rulers and the 
false propaganda of the regime, 
had prepared itself to actually cele- 


berate this “great victory of ihe 
Caliph agaiast a group of apos- 
tates". 

But instead of apostates who as 
Yazid’s regime claimed, kad tram- 
pied upon the divire laws of isiam 


heard her brother was moving off 
Kufah. Leaving behind her house, 
she also urged two young sons to 
join the caravan at once. 

Thë Imam’s convoy confonted 
the army of Yazid in the desert of 
Karbala, a wilderness burning un- 
der he glowing sun and where the 
access of the Imam and his caravan 
was blocked to the Eupherates 
River. The thirst overtook the 
young children and infants among 
the caravan and only God knows 
what pains the kind heart of Zainab 
bore while listening the sad cries 
of the thirsty children dying for 
water. 

When the battle started between 
this 72-man army defending piety 
and truthfulness and an army the 
number of which figured at 50,000 
or so, it was Zainab who put on 
the combat uniforms on her young 
sons and witnessed their martyr- 
dom in defending the religion of 
God with so much patience and 
endurance that can never be put on 
the paper. How can any writer pen 
down the emotions and feelings of 
a woman who observed her be- 
loved sons cut to pieces by the 
most ruthless and base enemy? 

She showed no sign of weak- 
ness nor did she relfect the slighest 
ripple of grief on her face upon 
seeing such anı unbearble scene. 
Her faith in God and the super- 
strong will she had, were enough 


to help her overcome her feelings. 
If she ever showed any sign of 
sadness or shed any drop of leaf. 
history reveals it was over the 
martyrdom of her brother imam, 
Hazrat Hussein, (AS). and his 


Tehrar Times Service 


Che month of Muharram is 
always considered by the 
Muslims as a reminder of the epic 
Imam Hussein (AS) and his corm 
panions created in Karbala in year 
of 61 Hijjra. This holy month is 
also associated with the memory of 
the beloved and sister of the Imam 
Hazrat Zainab, (AS) and the endur- 
ance and efforts she took in spread- 
ing the message written by the 
blood of the martyr of Karbala. 

Hazrat Zainab`s numerous vir- 
tues and sublime personality re- 
minded one of her mother, the first 
lady of Islam, Hazrat Fatimah 
(AS) (the daughter of the Holy 
Prophet). (SAW). 

However it was not only in the 
realm of virtuousness that she şet 
forth an example as a woman, wife 
and mother for all the womanfolk 
but, whenever the time demanded 
for an action, dedication self-sac- 
rifice, patience and endurance, 
this noble lady of Islam crystal- 
lized an ever-lasting prototype and 
a model in herself as well. 

When she felt the ‘time had 
come for her to help the religion 
of God by supporting the cause of 
the Imam of his time, Hazrat Imam 
Hussein (AS), this loving mother 
who nourished the heart of a lion 
in her kind bosom; did not hesitate 
to urge her sons to join the 72-man 
army of lhe Imam. 

Even after he martyrdom of 
Hazrat Imam Hussin (AS), instead 
of confining herself to mouming 
of the martyrdom of the heroes of 
Karbala, she launched an immense 
campaign aiming a unmasking the 
corrupt regime and revealing its 
anti-Islamic nature to the masses 
who had been victimized by the 
misleading propaganda of that 

1 

It is right that it was in Karbala 
where the gleaming qualities of 
her personality were displayed 
most, but she had been since her 
childhood a target of the waves of 
sadness and hardships. 

She was not older than seven 
when ber beloved mother, Hazrat 
Fatimah {AS) passed away leaving 
her behind with the great respon- 
sibility of mothemg ber younger 
brothers and sisters at that tender 
age. 

This however, was the first, but 
not the last in the series of such 
devastating blows on ber young 
soul. In later years, she experi- 
enced another tragedy when her 
father, the first Imam, Hazrat Ali 
ibn Abi-talib, (AS) was martyred 
in the niche of Kufah Mosque in 
the year of 40 Hijjra. Another 
great scar was yet to come on her 
of the martyrdom of her brother, 
Hazrat Imam Hasan (AS), the sec- 
ond Imam. This background 
shows that this noble from the 
Household of the Holy Prophet of” 
Islam, was not a stranger to pain, 
suffering and endurance. In fact, 
her noble soul had experienced 
such pains, each of which could 
easily , knock off any ordinary 
souls. Probably she underwent al] 
these sufferings just to play her 
historical role in tbe epic of Kar- 
bala. 

History bears witness that she 
did not hesitate for a single mo- 
ment in joining the (caravan) of 
Imam Hussein {AS) when she 
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stapds on one foot and its dishev- 
eled mane, as most animals do in 
the same occasions; or & tail held 
tight between the legs which 
shows the fear-stricken animal. 

Likewise the empty quiver, the 
swordless sheath, and the sagging 
saddle on the ground signify a sor- 
rowful atmosphere. 

One of a women’s wear pair of 
shoe onu the gromd, at the bottom 
of the work, says its owner has 
walked helplessly for miles and 
miles on the hot sand of Neinava. 
Dream interpreters say, taking off 


‘the shoe is a sign of separation. 


The shelterless kids who des- 
perately grasp hard the horse's 
feet, emphasize the lamentable at- 
mosphere and shattering of the ele- 
ments, especially where the sketch 
of body is divided in two parts by 
the vertical line of the horses 
hand. 

The dusty simple tent indicates 
a derelict shelter. 

The rotary state of rem with the 
horse’s neck, the curvature of 
swordless sheath and its up-side- 
down design direct the viewers to 
a lady trying hard to keep her feet 
from shivering in the midst of all 
the calamities and the heartbreak- 
ing situation. Her pale bands and 
twisted fingers lament in silence of 
the oppression, melancholy and 


pain. 
According to the traditions the 
doves sitting on the saddle, bathe 
in Imam Hussein’s blessed blood 
to be the messengers of Ashura 
Uprising, till the seas gang dry and 
rocks melt in the sun. 


Kashan and his twelve-stanza el- 
egy (tarkib-band) the art of elegy 
reached its highest point up to the 
Safavid period. In the Diwan of 
Muhtashan there is anothér ode 
in memory of Imam Hossein and 
there are some other eulogies; but 
nor is on a par with his elegy. 


This poem achieved a fame and 
popularity upon its publication 
that no other elegy has ever at- 
tamed to the present day, nor 
perhaps ever will. Tt remains one 
of the masterpieces of Persian 
literature. Even now in decorat- 
ing halls for Passion plays (ta'az- 
iyah) and the assemblies of high 
mourning, its Verses are inscribed 
vertically on hangings attached to 
the pillars and horizontally under 
the ceiling, and even on the 
walls. There is virtually no as- 
sembly of significance unadoméd 
by such quotations.” (4) 


It was natural for the poets 
after Muhtasham to follow in his 
footsteps and produce their ele- 
gies similar to the one by Muh- 
tasham just as there has been a 
host of imitators of firdawsi’s 
Shah-Nameh and Sa'di’s Gulistan 
without, however, achieving 
much success. Muhtasham’'s 
classical Elegy has remained in- 
imitable and none of th? elegies 
composed after his has attained 
tha! peak of fame which Muhk- 
tasham’s did. 


Tyra of is Breet ibe 


anxiety‏ ا و ی 
and fear, are shown very well on.‏ 
the borse: the way the animal‏ 
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bala. The sense of grief is 
heightened when, in the eighth 
strophe, Fatima Zahra appears 
and is described giving vent to 
lamentation on seeing the de- 
capitated blood-dripping bead of 
Hossein. Pointing out to ber fa 
ther, the Holy Prophet, she wails 
in a chillying note, saying: “This 
is Hossein!” When the scene 
flashes before the mind its impact 
on one can be more imagined than 
described. 


Whilst discussing Thomas 
Gray's Elegy (Written in a 
Country Churchyard) which, in- 
cidentally, is ore of the most per- 
fect and widely known poems in 
the English language, Sir Ifor 
Evans quotes the following 
memorable words of the cele- 
brated Dr. Johnson in apprecia- 
tion of the poem: “The 
“churchyard’ (Elegy) abounds 
with images which find a mirror 
in every mind and with senti- 
ments to which every bosom must 
return ar echo.’" I believe this 
judgment on Gray’"s elegy is more 
thar true of Muhtasbam's, Indeed 
while the latter commemorates 
the unique martyrdom of Imam 
Hossein, the former was written 
about no one is particular. 


Zahra iqba! (Namdar) in ber 
paper or Elegy in the Qgjar Pe- 
nied it: “There is nc douht 
tha: with Mawiana Muhtasham of 


Mahmoud Farshchian, The Evening of Ashura, 1981 


The Eve of Ashura. 

Inı the whole work, there is only 
one eye (horse’s) shedding tears 
for the dead, an eye witness to the 


I replied that having composed 
the above stanza I had come to a 
dead end and nothing world oc- 
cur to me to finish it. He told me 
to recite the following: 

(For although the Essence of 
the Ali-glorious is exempt from 
vexation, He dwelis in the heart, 


and no beart remains un” 
vexed)"(2) 
Muhtashant’s Elegy 

Muhtashan’s Elegy portrays 
sentiments of lament so forcibly 
that the reader cannot but fzel the 
pangs of grief wher the scene of 
blood and death is visualized by 


him, It also evekes irtensèê sym- 
pathy for the fallen hero of Ker- 


the work. 

The rotary state of the work and 
its curved lines touching one an- 
other doubles the composition of 


certain occasions, helped him in 
perfecting his elegiac composi- 
tions. The dream related by Muh- 
tasham himself runs thus; “When 
` Thad composed the fifth strophe 
` (of the Elegy) I . Stopped که‎ 


that this dust (which had arisen 
when the head of Imam Hossein 
fell on the ground and the breeze 


‘carrying it to Medina went up to 


the seventh heaven) had even 


‘reached the skirts of the Creator's 
_ glory). The text thus remained 


incomplete. At right I saw Maw- 
jal Mawaali Hazrat “Ali iberz Abî 
Talib in a dream who asked me 
why Î had not proceeded furtker. 


The horse's bending head pic- 


. tures boti respect to the survivors 


and guides the viewers" eyes ‘to 
slip from the edges to the body of 


` entirely to devote his talents to the 


service of religion. This, curi- 
ously enough, came about by the 
rebuff meted out to him by Shah 


` Tabmasp I wim, however, in: his 


early Hife had patronişed panegy- 
rists and not ony cultivated but 
also enjoyed their society. In bis 


`` Muhtasham, as was his wont, 


sent him two fine paregyrics, one 
in the king’s praise and the other . 
in praise of the Princess Pari- 
Khanum, they were rejected and, 
according to Dr. ‘Abdullah Razi, 
“the poet was advised not to com 
pose such poetry and more but to 


use hiš skilî îı tarming out marathi 


(threnoaids or elegies) concerning 


haft-band or poem of seven-versê . 
` strophes. ‘The poem io twelve 


strophes, commemorates the 


. martyrdom of Imam Hossein. 


This received Instant royal recog- 


` aition .and' achieved îrımense 


popularity. 
The Dream 
of Muhtasham 
However, Muhammad Hassan 


` Imi in his anthology of marathi 


attributes the success achieved by 
Muhtashem to Amirul Mu'rmi- 
peèn, ‘Ali ib Abi Talîb who, on 


, been recorded in the pages of hîs- 


holder of the Top Model of Art, ` 


ated only The Eve af Ashitra, and 


have been recorded among the top .: 


As far as the writer of these 


%4 the work itself is expressive 


of cheerful flowers, clad in the. 


dom of Imam Hossein (A.S.) . 


tasham of Kashan (d. 1588) who 


TEHRAN — Much bas been told 
and written or the Iranian art 
3 works, especially painting, by the 
ı Iranian and world analysts and 
4% critics. Yet, the secrets of Iranian 
art still Temas undiscovered. 


‘f of any kind of ‘explanation or 
: analysis. Many such works heve 


tory. 

One such everlasting work in 
the history of Xranian art is “7he 
Eve qf Ashura?"; created on cauvas 
by the Franian creative artist and 


Master Mahmoud Farshchian. 
Jf Master Farshchian, hağ cre- 


`“ not tens of other works during his 
life time, again his name would 


artists in the history of Iranian art 
and culture, aš is today. 

The work deserved tû .be 
granted to the holy shrine. of Imam 
Reza (AS) by the artist himself. 


+ ` Pininsketches of the brimiof the 
hot mid-day of Ashura is skilfully 
created by the fuding and wilting 


By Fusufulî G. Dharsî (Dar es 

An elegy is literally a lament or 
dirge {marthiyah) written to 
commemorate the deatli of some 
„„, Person or persons. The practice 
of writing elegies in lamentation 
„of the departed dear : önes is a 
universal one. In the early period 
of Islamic conquest of Iran, ele 
gies were composed and are to be 
found in the works of Rudaki, 
Mas'ud Said Salman, Nidharmi, 
Kisai of Merv and others. Bat 
 elegies concerning the 


with which we are mainly con- 
cerned, were in the pre-Safavid 
, period, by far and large, insig- 
` nificant; It was the patronage by 
the Safavid kings that gave to 
, contemporary poets the impetus. 
“* of elegizing the martyrology of 
` Imam Hossein (A.S.). 

„*' During thé Safavid period 
:' there were numerais poets who 
„ „` extorted their talents in com” 
. ‘i memorating the virnes and suf- 
.. fering .of Imam Hossein but of 
. these the most eminent was Muh- 


.„ flourished in the reign of 
` ` Tahmasp I {1524 —1576). mı he 
` heyday of his youth, Muhtasham 
و‎ applied his poetical skill to tum 
9 ` img out erotic verse, but, in later 
life, like some others, . Baba 
„  Fagbani for iostance, he had a. 
` change of heart and set himself 
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point of Shi" ites and a proper place 


army is ready to support you in the 
fight. 


DEATH IN HONOR IS 
FAR MORE 
PREFERABLE THAN 
LIVING IN 
HUMILIATION 


Not only Shiites, but also the | 
leaders of Khavaarej (those 
who broke their oath of allegiance 
to Imam Ali (AS)) and other 
groups wrote letters to Imam say- : 7 
ing “Time is ripe for an upheaval i 
aud we are all ready to sacrifice 
ourselves in your cause, and hata 
powerful army is resdy to wel- 
come your arrival"", 

Then why did the Kufians fail 


ciples of Imam Hussein (AS) were 
martyred before the arrival of 
Imam to Kufa in tie course of 
Muslim ibn Aqil's upbezval. On .'' 
the other hand; Yazid appointed 
Obeidollah, as the govemor of 1 
Kufa to mercilessly suppress 
Shiites of the Imam and sijence 


ple of Kufa there were only 4 ê + 3 


in the cause of Imam Hosein (AS) aT 
and set a brilii for he j e 
an gami 
ON THE ROAD TO o 


devotees who sacrificed their lives 11y 


(pilgrims) from vrious parîs, 
Imarn Hussein (4S) emigrated to 
Mecca. People who leamed of 
Imawm’s Hejrah (emigration) 
greeted him warmly and pledged 
their support for him. Imam 
Hussein {AS) seized the oppor” 
nity to preach and let the people 


knowof the ailing political sitı- 


they rise against the ruling regime. 


hayah’” Iba Kathir says, “Imam 
Hussein (AS) emigrated from 
Medina to Mecca where people 
listened to his sermons and spread 
his message to other places. 

Yazid, who was extremely 
frightened of the situation in 
Mecca, called his advisors. In a 
private meeting with them, Yazid 
decided to kill Imam Hussein (AS) 
even if he was to take sanctuary in. 
Kaaba. Imam Hussein (AS) who 
had learned of Yazid's malicious 
plot, decided to leave Mecca in 
order to keep the sanctity of Kaaba 
oo one hand ari on the other to 
give a fresh momentum to the pace 
of revolution. 


advising people to virtue and pi- 
ety, be said that he was determined 


to leave Mecca to stage a crusade . 


“O people! do not hesitate to 
accompany us if anyone of you is 
ready to sacrifice himself in the 
cause of Allah, because if God 
willihg, I would leave cause of 
Allah, because if God wills, I 
would leave here tomorrow". 

Thus, on Yowmral-Tarwiyah 
(eighth day of Zilhaj, when’ pil- 
grins prepare theraselves for Hajj 
rituals), Imam changes the Hajj 
rites to an individual Umrah and 
leaves Mecca for Iraq. 


large mımbers of Muslim Hajjis 


for an upheaval as follows: 

“The idea behind my call for 
an upheaval against the ruling re- 
gime is beyond any personal am- 
bition as my chief pursuit is to save 
Muslim Ummah from going 
astray. BY this move I intend to 
follow the practice of Prophet Mo- 
hammad (S) and Imam Ali (AS). 

Then every one has tbe option 


of either accepting my call and 
being blessed by Allah or refusing 
it and receiving the wrath of Al- 
lah". 

Imam: Hussein (AS) wrote this 
message in a letter to his brother 
Mohammad iba Hanafiyah in or- 
der to let people know of the main 
idea behind his call for an open 
revolt which was but to the best 
interests of the Muslim Ummah. 
He urged the public to rise in order 
fo revive the social and cultural 
values of Islam. With this in mind 
he called on all the believers to 
support him in the cause of Islam 
and Qoran. Imam Hussein (AS) 
did not mind even if all the people 
God to combat against tyranny and 
there was no other course open to 
hîm but to fulfil his divine duties. 

According to the Holy Qoran 
Almighty Allah commands His 
Messenger to say ‘I preach only 
one thing to you that you stand up 
im pairs or singly for God; then 


consider there is no madness in . 


your companion’. 

In this verse, God urges the 
faithfuls to revolt against tyrants in 
groups in order to accelerate the 
final victory. If it cannot be af- 
forded, the faithfuls should rise 
without the help of others for an 
mdividual can by himself consti- 
tute the foundation of an Ummah. 

Thus scarcity in numbers or 
lack of support should not deter 
one who is firm in his decision 
r ES cause of Allah. 

bestow hiş blessings 
on those believers who are mar- 
tyred in His cause. 

After his call in Medina, Imam 
Hussein (AS) departed for Mecca 
in 4 bid to urge the public for a 
divine revolution against all ves- 
tiges of corruption. 

IN MECCA 
In late Rajab whenı Mecca hûsts 


the throne of Damascus, he or- 
dered the governor of Medina, Al- 
Walid ibn Utbah, to exact 
allegiance from Hussein and other 
opposition leaders, and to behead 
anyone refraining from taking on 
oath of allegiance to Yazid. 
Walid invited Imam Hussein 
(AS) to his residence. Imam who 
kad learned of Moaviyah’s death, 


was aware of the idea behind 
Walid's invitation. To avert any 
probable threat, he took a number 
of his loyal followers with him to 
support him if necesary. Walid put 
forward Yazid’s order with Imam 
Hussein (AS) but Imam retorted: 

““A person like me does not 
take an oath of allegiance in pri- 
vate and my secret allegiance will 
also not be deemed sufficient. 
When you invite the people en- 
masse for allegiance also cal me’. 

Walid who seemed not to have 
been satisfied with Imam’s re- 
sponse insisted on Imam’s alle- 


giance to Yazid. Imam once again 


retorted: 

“O governor, we are descen- 
dants of the house-holds of revela- 
tion... Yazid is a drımkard and 
depraved person, with whom I will 
never unite in allegiance. How- 
ever, the passage of time will 
prove who deserves allegiance”. 

With this outright statement, 
Imam Hussein (AS) dashed any 
hopes for compromise. He not 
only warned them that peace with 
a depraved person was meaning- 
less, but also taught them and the 
later generations a lesson of free- 
dom and stead-fastness. He taught 
the world that a free and faithful 
man should never submit himself 
to a usurper, but should instead 
continue stmggle unti final vic- 
tory. By this announcement Imam 
Hussein (AS) declared his uncom- 
promising stance to Yazid and his 
supporters as the first step towards 
an open revolt against the ruling 
regime. 

IMAM HUSSEIN'S CALL 

JÎmaırn Hussen (AS) proclaimed 
his cal for an open revolt against 
the corrupt ruling regime. 
Through bis letters, messages, 
preaches and meetings he called on 
the public to rise against the de- 
praved regime of Yazid. He ex- 
pressed the motive behind the need 


: i ___________peeial Issue on Ashura 


did not consider the condition to 
be ripe for a revolt, yet he spared 
no effort to enlighten the people 
through his preaches The more he 
tried to awaken people against the 
nuling regime the less success he 
least effect on the peole who bad 
submitted themselves to the 
suppressive regime of Moaviyah. 


remained no alternative but to rise 
against the corrupt ruling caliph 
even at the cost of his own life. 
POLITICAL SITUATION 


AFTER THE DEATH OF 


MOAVIYAH 

Moaviyah whose days were 
numbered, did his utmost to force 
Imam Hussein (AS) to take an oath 
of allegiance to Yazid, or at least 
make him keep silent, in the face 
of Yazid's corrupt regime. For he 
had ascertained that Irnam Hussein 
(AS) would not enter into a war 
cumstances, but would surely en- 
tice people against Yazid after his 
death. Historians bave narrated 
cantroversies between Imam 
Hussein (AS) and Moaviyah in nu- 
merous cases. One such dispute 
cam be clearly seen in the follow- 
ing letter: 

‘‘Your letter implies that you 
try to introduce Yazid as a perfect 
man capable of ruling over Mo- 
hammad’s Ummah. You intend to 
deceive people by instilling doubt 
in them. It appears that you are 
trying to introduce an unknown 
man whose personality is known 
only to you, though Yazid’s be- 
havior suffices to reveal his devil 
picture. And you had better go 
after your own business of playing 
with dogs, and quenching your 

1 desires by drinking, singi 
and dancing than trying to intro- 
duce him"". However Moaviyah 
died and Yazid who, according to 
Imam Hussein (AS) was a devil 
incarnate, ascended the throne. 
Now that Moaviyah was dead, the 
condition was ripe to struggle and 
rise against Yazid. Yazid’s evil 
life ‘and his irreligious practices 
greatly contributed to speed up the 
trend of the revolution. 


IN MEDINA 
The moment Tazid ascended 


Tekran Times Service 
AFTER the martyrdom of iman 
Alki (AS) the aggressive action — 
which Moaviyah a cunning mar 
who was im pursuit of his selfish 
ends, had under taken during 
Imam Ali's caliphate—stili con” 
tinued. 

Though Moaviyah left no stone 
unturned to materialize his 
ignominious plots, yet he failed to 
achieve his objectives due to a 
rising popular tendency towards 
Islam. Determined to carry out his 
plots, Moaviyah resorted to 
numerous satanic ruses and by 
taking advantage of people’s 
religious sentiments be di 
Islamic values and to some extent 
managed to stabilize his caliphate. 
It was the very hypocritical 
policies of Moaviyah which 
misled tbe people of Sham (Syria) 
to the extent that they were ımable 
to distinguish between the truth 
and falsehood. 

At the same time, the people of 
Kufa who were ([mam) Ali (AS)'s 
followers had submitted 
themselves to the prevailing 
from taking any measure against 
the ruling regime. In such 
circumstances, there were, 
however a few committed 
Muslims who appealed to Imam 
Hussein (AS) to rise against 
Moaviyah in order to put an end to 
his depraved regime. Like his 
brother Imam Hassan (AS) who, 
for the sake of Islam, had 
reluctantly made peace with 
Moaviyah, Imam Hussein fASY 
also did not revolt during ur 
caliphate of Moaviyah and called 
on his followers to be patient until 
the right time came. 

Apart from the prevailing 
political situation which hindered 
Imam Hussein (AS) from rising 
against Moaviyah, people had also 
got tired of war and preferred to 
continue their deadly silence in the 
face of the increasing pressure 
exerted on them. Though the most 
fervent among the Shi'ites 
including Hojr ibı Adi, could no 
longer remain silent and set out 
raising voice against the ruling 
regime, they were either martyred 
or their uprising was nipped in the 
bud without any fruitful results. 

Under such circumstances, 
Imam Hussein (AS) was left alone 
in his struggle against the tyranny 
of the rulipg regime. The people 
did not exhibit any willingness for 
a war against Moaviyah and at the 
same time they could not tolerate 
the oppression committed by the 
Bani Urımayids. 

Imam Hussein (AS) was greatly 
concerned over the distressing 
condition which could certainly 
lead to the restoration of the 
Jahelliyah (Ignorance) period. He 
witnessed how Muslims were 
subjected to the opressions of the 
ruling regime. He deplored the 
fact that Shiites (followers) of 
Imam Ali (AS) had submitted 
themselves to the usurpers at the 
cost of their dignity and honor. He 
was compietely aware that 
Moaviyah sacrificed Islam in 
favor of his heinous plans with the 
help of treacherous traditionists 
who supported him by fabricating 
false narrations, Imam Hussein 
(AS) was greatly irked to see that 
the creeping policy adopted by 
Moaviyah was being enforced to 
compel people to forget Islamic 
values and return to Arab 
nationalism. 

Though Imam Hussein (AS) 
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Imam Hussein (AS): 


‘Chere is nothing between ou and death ê û wiik; hii, before oul leve E ik 
world, tr1 ر‎ to do something which will stand you it ا‎ stead i in the dat ll ۰ 


FESUTFECHOH. 


i narrate E from the 


Prophet (SAW). He replied by 
quoting a saying from him: “God 
likes great works and dislikes 
wickedness". 

What is significant here is the 
choice of the saying. The selection 
reflects Imam Hussein's (AS) 
great soul. The martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (A.S) irnbued a 
new life to the world of Islam. 
Following Imam Hussen’s (AS) 
marlyrdom, we observe that the 
Ummah’"s home and dignity were 
reinstated. Socieites thrive on dig- 
nity, independence, ideals, ideol- 
ogy and philosophy, which are 
regarded as the best assets. With- 
out those norms they become sick 
and begin to wither. 

Imam Khomeini'’s success in 
bringing about the Islamic Revolu- 
tion în Iran, and, through it, influ- 
encing the entire Muslim world, 
lives in the fact that he made the 
Ashura movement a continuing 
process in human history for 
evolving a better society that could 
safeguard the principles of justice, 
social equity and cultural inde- 
pendence of the West. 


Motahhari concludes that Mus- 
lims should view Imam Hussein's 
(AS) movement as a great Islamic 
and epîc movement, rather than a 
sorrowful and sad evenL, It brings 
about courage, valor znd dyna” 
mism among Muslims. 


: ل 
moun arid shed tears for Imam‏ 
Hussein (AS) as a living epic hero‏ 
who sought to enforce justice, re-‏ 
instated the rights of the downtrod-‏ 
den anû strove for the continuity‏ 
of the line of thinking of the‏ 
Prophet (SAW). Motahhari be-‏ 
kieves that we should weep for the‏ 
fallen bero as he was, for he dedi-‏ 
cated his life to the promotion of‏ 
the ideals of the society. Wailing‏ 
for a miserable, feeble and weak‏ 
person is meaningless. One should‏ 
weep for a hero so as to attain the‏ 
qualities of the epic spirit in one-‏ 
self. He should develop a sense of‏ 
justice, instill in his soul hatred‏ 
against tyrants, endeavor to work‏ 
for the freedom of the barefooted,‏ 
promote humane values, and, fi-‏ 
nally. fight to preserve the dignity‏ 
of mankind.‏ 

In the first volume of the book 
"Himasah-e Husseini, Motahhari 
writes that my knowjedge about 
Imam Hussein (AS) is that his per- 
sonality is an epic history full of 
determination, resistance, and 
truth. He left a few words whick 
signify the greatnesş of his soul. 
Tı one instance, Imam Hussein 
(AS) was asked by his companions 


1en Imam Hussein (A8) rose against the despotic ruler of is time, e envisaged two 
different fates for himself and lis companions: attaining martyrdorc or achieving 
ictory and establishing an Islamic system. 
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Ei a Gird chaptse bo sila 


Imam Hussein (AS) and the 
Praphet Jesus (PBUR). At the end 
of this book he does a critique of 
Dr. Ali Shariati's book, “Hussein 
Vareth-e Adam" (Hussein, 
Adam’s Heir) and "Shakide Javid 
(The Irmımortal Martyr) by Nema” 
tollah Salehi Najafabadi. 

The main thrust of this book i5 
that Imam Hussein (AS) should be 
considered an epic hero, and we 
should try to highlight the bright 
perspective of the episode of Kar- 
bala, for Imam Hussein's epic as- 
pect is a hımdred times greater 
than its wicked profile. He is of the 
view that Imam Hussein (AS) 
Should not be assessed with refer- 
ence to the crimes and atrocities 
inflicted upon him. It is true that 
Imam Hussein was martyred 
through being beheaded by Shimr. 
But the martyred Imam is a symbol 
and, consequently, he Hives on. 
Mutgahari says thet Bani Umayydd 
were under the impression if they 
killed nam Hossein (AS), every- 
thing would be burried with him, 

What Ayatollah Motahhari 
points out is that people should 


Numerous books have been 
written on the issue of Ashura, but 
most of them fail to touch the chief 
objective of this rnovement. 

Ayatolla Murtaza Motahhari 
went to the root of the matter and 
demonstrated the role of this 
movement in Muslim society. 

Himasah-e-Husseini (The epic 
of Hussein) is the name of his book 
in three volumes, published by 
Sadra Publications in Tehran. 

The first volume of the book 


comprises three parts, and the first 


part coniprises four articles on the 
distortions of the Karbala episode. 

These articles are speeches de- 
livered by Martyr Motahhari on 
different occassions. 

The second part of the book 
comprises three articles under the 
title of “Himasab-e-Husseini" 
(Epic of Hossein). The third part 
comprises seven articles on the 
element of propagation in the 
movement of Imam Hussein (AS). 

In this part the element of 
propagation in the movement of 
Imam Hussein (AS), in particular, 
and propagation in Ishm, in gen- 
eral, was discussed. 


four parts and the first part also 


of enjoming the good and forbid- 
ding evil inı the movement of Inan 
Hussein (AS). 

The other articles of this vol- 
ume are: “Slogans of Aslura,” 
“Analysis of the Episode of 
Ashura", and "Nature of the 
Movement of Imam Husséin." 

The third volume of the book 
comprises ten chapters. in this 
book Martyr Motahhari tries to 
deal with the historical roots of the 
episode of Karbala and the nature 
of this episode. - 


three of my best supporters. Our 
Shiites failed to support us. Now 
any one of you is free to leave 
| Without avy hesitation." 


By .saying this he, in fact, 


warned those who were after 


only martyrdom was awaiting 


the cause of Allah and {hose scek- 
.ng carnal enjoyment can leave 
us.” 


KARBALA 
On the second day of Mohar- 


„` TRIN, the Caravan of the Master of 
. Martyrs arrives in Karbala, On his 
arrival in Karbala, he once again 


preaches to people and reveals out- 
right the motive behind his uori 


fering desl t0 ing wi ae 
oppressors." 


At this juncture; vam Hussein 
(AS) reiterates that the mai ob- 
jective behind life is but dignity 
and honor and that he has come to 
Karbala to preserve their dignity 
and honor through an open revolt 
against the oppressors. Mar 
should always endeavour to pre- 
serve his dignity not submitting to 


` oppression; otherwise; living 


without such pursuit will be meen- 
ingless. Death in honor is far more 
preferable than living in humili- 
ation. 


. n another sermon, Imam Hussein 


unmasks the truth and proclaims 


` outright the prime objective be- 


hind his being mı Karbala. He ad- 
dresses his enemies: “‘I swear by 
God that I will never sırrender to 
you and shall not escape tike 
slaves” 


TRE 
Imam expresses .the motto of his 


`. revolution: He warns his enemies 


that be will continue his mission to 


: defend Islam though there are a 


few to support him, arid will sac- 
rifice his life for the mission. 

‘By using these statements, 
Imam Hiüssein taught people a les- 
son of bravery, diguity, honor. 


steadfastness, and true faith. He, 
in fact, revived the school of Islam 
by his heroic martyrdom. It is due 
to this very fact that the Prophét 
Mohammad (S) said ““Hussein is 
from me and I am from Hussein.” 


` “O Master of Martyrs! bléss 


‘our combatants in.the Karbala of 


Iran and beseech God to bestow 
sùccess an the combatants of Islam 
in their march toward achieving 
fipal victory. 


llr i Dine 


hinder the sweeping spread of Hs- ` 


He says he people of Kufa are- 


— To keep the secret written in 


ter? -Jt was written by Imam - 


e of Imam Herel Hussein‏ ف 
(AS) vniware of the tragic events‏ 
ea e of‏ 


(AS) and his disciples:in order to 


Jamic valves by killing the Master 
of Martyrs. : E 

On his way to Kufa, Imam sees 
a member of Bani Assad asking 
him about the coaditions in Kufa. 


wholeheartedly devoted to us; 
however, power and swords are ini 
the hands of Bani Umımayids. kı 
stead of being discouraged, Imam 
sends Qais ibo Mosahbar Saidavi 
with a letter to pronounce Imarm’s 
final statement. . 


Qais is arrested by Ibn Ziyad's 
mercenarie# and put to severe toe 
ture to tonfess the message of 
Imam'’s letter. Qais has, therefore, 
` to tear up Imam'’s letter and swal- 

Ibn Ziyad asks him: 

*“Who are you? - 

— Tam a Shi'ite (follower) of 


1t. 
— What was written in the let- 


Hussein to a group of Kufa people 
whose ames I do not know. 

—I wil not release you unless 
.you disclose their names .or Jou 
hıxmiliate anû insult Imarmn Hussein 
and his father in public, 

— As fo your frst demand I 


will never disclose their names, 
but Iam ready to meet your second 


“O! people, Hussein is the son 
.of Ali as one of the best servants 
of God. His mather is Fatemah, 

the daughter of Mohammad, (S). I 


son of Ziyad is a Har. Darin him 
and his father.” 

Once Qais is through, be i 
martyred by Yazid mercenaries 
who could not tolerate his outright 
allegiance to Imam. 

Shortly afterwards, Imam 
learns of the martyrdom of Mus- 
Jim ibn Aqû, Hami ibn Orvah.and 
Abdollah ibn Yaqtar. Imam wlio 

„ tries to patiently tolerate the tragic 
martyrdom. of his best and loyal 
disciples addresses his compan 
ions,” 


**1 heard of the martyrdom of 


put it on biz fap, coquiring wy be 
had removed ir from there.’ "My 


Master," replied Abbas; “the 


thought ‘that wheo yos wi] be 
breathing your last, nobody wil be: 
there to put your head ir 4 İsp dod 
to comfort you, makes xne feel that 
it would be beter if my head Bet 
on the smd when T &e, just: x 
yours would be. Besides, I in 


blood. If you will clear the blood 


from my one eye, FI be sblé to 
see you aod fulfil my last dying 


desixe. My second wish is fhat . 


when I die you may not carry my 
body to the camp. I bad pronsised 
to bring water to Sakink anıl , since’ 
Ihave failed in my attsrupt §0 bring 
ber water, I cannot facs her evan 
in death. Besides, I know that he 
morning have all but crsshed you 
will be harf-breaking work for 
you. And my third wish is tbat 
Sakina nay not be brought here to 
see my plight. I know with what 
lovê and affection she was devoted 
to me. The sigbt of my dead body 
lying here will kill her." . 

him that he would carry Out his last 


. wishes added: ‘Abbas, I too have 


a wish to be fulfilled, Sioce child 
hood you have always called me 
master. For Once at least call me 
brother with your dying breath.” 
eye, one brother looked at the 
other wih a longing lingering 
look. Abbas was heard to whisper: 
“My brotber, my brother’ and 
with these words he surrendered . 
his souî to his Maker: Hosscin fell 
unconscious on the dead body of 
Abbas with a cry: ““O Abbas, who 
is left to protect me and Sakina 
afler you?" 2 
Thè flow of Furat became dark 
a5 Winter and a ırurııır arose from 
the flowing water as if to protest 
against the killing of a thirsty 
water-bearer on its banks. 
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Now that the lion of Ali was crip- 
pled, the foes had found courage 
to surround him. A blow from an 


enemy’s sword severed bis left 


arm. The odds were now mounting 
against him. He beld the bag with 
bis teeth and protected the fiag 
with his chest pressed on the 
horse’s back. Now the paramount 
thought in his mind was to reach 
the camp somehow or the other. A 
silent prayer had escaped his 
lips: ““Merciful Allah, spare me 
long enough to fulfil my mission." 
But that was not to be. An arrow 
had pierced the water-bzg and 
water had started gushing out of it. 
Was it water that was flowing out 
of that bag or the hopes of Abbas? 
All his efforts had been iu vain. 
After all Sakina’s thirst would re- 
main unsatisfied and all her hopes 
would be frustrated. The enemies 
who had rnade bold to surround 


dition, were now gztiering thick 
round him, One of them came near 
him and struck a morta blow wifk 
an iron mace. He reeled over and 
fell from the horse. 

He tossed on the burnmg sand 
wish to see his master had re- 
mained unfulfilled. With one last 


` effort, with all the strength that 


was left in him, he shoutéd: “O 
my master, do come to me befor I 
die.’” As if in answer to his 


` prayers he felt some footsteps near 


him. yes, his instinct told him that 
it was his lord. His one eye had 
been blinded by anı arrow and the 
other filled with blood and ‘so he 
could not see. But be felt his mas- 
ter kneeling down beside him, ift- 
ing his head and taking it into hîs 
lap. Not a word was said for a few 
seconds because both were choked 
with emotion. Af last he heard 


Hossein’s voice, a half-sob, half 
muffled cry: ‘“ Abbas, my brother, 
what have they done to youî'” If 
Abbas could see, would he have 
recognized his master? With back 
bent and beard turned white and 


ly n With effort he mut- 
: ‘You have come at last, 

Master. I thought I was not e 
tined to have a last farewell with 
you but, thank God, you are 
here. ’" With these words he put his 
head oz the. sand, Tenderly 
Flossein iiftiod his head and again 
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scampered from there seeing him from the horse. With the object of 
roaring like an enraged lion! The procuring water for his dear little 
thought of that unpleasant inter- Sakina, he bad charged on the en- 
ude contracted his brows. Or was emy who held the river banks. He 
it the excruciating pain he was had run through the enemy ranks 
suffering on account of the deep like a knife through butter. 
gasbes he had all over his body? Against his surging onslrugit hs 
cowards could not stand 
Yet another scene passed bo .run heltez-skelter shouting for pro 


tection. For a moment it seemed 25 
if Ali, the Lion of God, ha de- 
scended from heaven. In no time 
Abbas was near the rivulet. He bad 
jumped down from the borse and 
bent to fill the water-bag. When it 
was filled to the brim, be had taken 
some water in his cupped hand to 
But, on second thoughts, he had 
thrown the water away. How 
could he drink water when Sakina 
and the children were still wither- 
ing without it? How could he be so 
callous as to forget that his master 
Hossein had not hud a drop of 
water since the last three days! He 
had turned to his horse which had 
been let loose so that it could sat- 
isfy its thirst. The animal had been 
intently looking at its master as if 
to say: *‘I too am aware that, so 
long as our master apd his children 


remain without water, our thirst 


one thought uppermost in his mind 
- to get tbe water to the anixioualy 
waiting children as quickly as pos- 


teristic of his father’s. Though be 


charged on them and scattered 
them. The mercenaries of Yazid 
were running like lambs in a fold 
when charged by a lion. Seeing 
that a frontal] assault on a man so . 
brave was not possible, they had 
resorted to a barrage of arrows. 
When arrows were coming from 
alî sides, Abbas had only one 
thought in his mind - how to pro- 
Seeing that Abbas was precccu- 
pied with this thought, one treach- 
erous foe, hiding behind a 
sazd-Jjune, had rushed out and 
deelt a blow or hiz right hand and 
cilt it off. n 2 fash Abbas had 
araasferred his sword to his left 
hard anû tha standard hs was bear- 
ig ke had bugged to his chest, 


fore Abbas"s eyes - Sakina leading 
42 children, sach with a dry water- 
bag. The children were shouting as 
if in chorus - *“Thirst, consuming 


thirst, is killing us.’ Sakina com- 
ing to him and putting her dry 
water-bag at his feet an saying to 
him: ““O uncle, I know you will do 
something to get water for US. 
Even if you can bring one bag full 
of water, we can wet our parched 
throats.’’ He could see that thirst, 
aggravated by the scorching heat 
of the desert, was squeezing their 
young lives out of them. The sight 


of these youmgsters had moved 
him more than any other soul-strir~ 
ring events of that faithful day. 
How he bad picked up the water~ 
bag with assurance to Sakina that 
he would go and brmg water— 
God Willing. How he had taken 
Hossein’s permission and 
marched out of the camp with a 
sword inı one hand, the flag in the 
otber, and the bag on his sboulder, 
with the children foliowing him in 
a group Up to ths outer perimeter 
of the camp! How Hossein bad 
repeatedly requested hizn to avoid 
fighting as much as possible snd 
cornfme bimszelf tO the ilask of 
bringizg water: 

Ris houghîs Swiicleî over io he 
avents tha! had precedes his fil 


l^ Hagsan — how he, a child of 12, had 


burst out into uncontrollable tears. 
His father, on hearing him to his 
side and given his hand in 
Hossein’s hand with the words: 
‘‘Hossein, this child I am entrust 
ing to you. He will represent me 
on the day of your supreme sacri- 
fice and lay down his life in de- 
fending you and your dear ones, 
much as I would have dope if alive 
on that day.” How his father had 


tured to him and affectionately 
told him: ‘“Abbas, my child, I 
know your unboumded love for. 
Hossein. Though you are too 
young to be told about it, when that 
day dawns, consider no sacrifice 
too great for Hossein and his chil- 
dren.’" He saw before his mind's 
eye that parting with his aged 
mother Fatima in Medina. How 
she had affectionately embraced 
him ard reminded him of the dying 
desire of his father to lay down his 
life in the defence of Hossein and 
his dear ones. 

A faint smile of satisfaction 
filckered for a brief moment on his 
parched lips-a smile of satisfaction 
that he had fulfilled his father’s 
wish; that he had performed his 
duty for which he was brought up. 
It just flitted for a moment and 
vanished as other scenes came be- 
fore his mind’s eye, He was re- 
living the events of the night 
before. He was seeing Shimr 
stealthily coming to him and talk- 
ing to him about his ties of rela- 
tionship; about the protection he 
had been promised for Abbas by 
the Commander of Yazid's 
forces, only if he would leave 
Hossein and go over to Yazid’s 
camp: about the promises of riches 
and rewards that he would get; 
bow he had spurned the suggestion 
of Shimr with the utmost disdain 
to the chagrin of that servile min- 
ion who had sold his soul for a 
mess of pottage. How he had 
scared away tbat coward by his 
scathing rage saying: ‘“You wor- 
shipper of Mammon, do not think 
that Abbas will be lured by your 
tempting offer of power and pelf. 
If I die in defending my master, 
Hossein, I shall consider myself 
the luckiest person. O coward, re- 
member that valiants die but once. 
Nobody is born to live eternally. 
By betraying my master, you have 
betrayed the Prophet, whose relig- 
ion you profess to follow. On the 
Day of Judgement you will be 
doomed to eternal perdition. I am 
ashamed to own any relationship 
with you. Had it pot been for the 
fact that you have come here un- 
armed, I would have givea you the 
chastisement you deserve for your 
impudence in asking me io têcemê 
ga rmcoat.'" How that wretck had 


The shifting sand-dıunes of Kar- 
bala were smeared with blood. 
Near one of such dunes, on thê 
bank of Alkoma, lay the prostrate 
figure of a youth with blood gush- 
ing out from innumerable wounds. 
The crimson life-tide was ebbing 
fast. Even so, it seemed as if he 
was anxiously expecting some” 
body to come to him, to be near 
him before he breathed his last. 


Through his parched throat he was 
feebly calling somebody. Yes, 
Abbas was anxiously expecting his 
master to come to him before he 
parted with his life, as he had come 
to the side of ali his devoted 
friends who had laid down their 
dear lives for him and in espousing 
bis cause. 

It is said that before a man's 
death all the past event of his life 
pass before his mind's eye in a 
flash-back. In his last moments 
Abbas was experiencing this. He 
was seeing himself as a child in 
Medina following Hosseia with a 
devotion which was considered 
unique even for a brother. He was 
seeing the events of that hot and 
sultry day in Kufa when his illus- 
trious father Ali was addressing a 
congregation in the mosque and 
he, as a child, with his charac- 
teristic devotion, was looking at 
the face of his beloved brother 
watching him intently so that he 
could attend to his wishes on an 
instant command. Seeing from the 
parched lips of Hossein that he was 
feeling extremely thirsty, how he_ 
had darted out from the mosque 
and returned with a tumbler full of 
coal, refreshing water and in the 
hurry to carry the water as quickly 
as possible to quench the consum- 
ing thirst of his dearest brother, 
how he had spilled water on his 
own clothes. He was recalling how 
this incident had made bis illustrî- 
ous father stop in the midst of his 
speech, with tears rolling down his 
cheeks at tbe sight of his young son 
all wet with water. He was remem- 
bering his father’s reply to the 
queries from his faithful followers 
as to what had brought tears in his 
eyes, that Abbas who had wetted 
his body with water in the process 
of quenching Hossein's thirst 
would in the not too distant future 
wet his body with his own blood 
in attempting to quench the thirst 
of his young children. He was viv- 
idly seeing the scene ou the 21st 
Ramazan, way back in 40 Hijra, 
whsa his father mortally 
wounded, was lying or his death 
bed and entrusting his children anû 
dependents to the care of his eldest 
brother, Hasan- all except him. 
Seaing that his fsther bad corm- 
mended ell but him to the care of 
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she put the exhausted child in the 
mother’s arms with a request to 
put her to sleep. For Zainab there 
were othêr duties to perform and a 
vigil to keep outside. It was not so 
much a thought of protecting any 
precious belongings, for, of these 
there were none; it was with the 
intention of requesting ary possi- 
ble intruders not to disturb the 
children, the hungry and thirsty 
children who were one by one 
falling into sleep of sheer exhaus- 
tion. 

She had hardly come out of the 
tent when she noticed that a group 
of people were advancing towards 
the burnt out camp. Their figures 
were silhouetted by the flame- 
torches they carried. Zainab was 
beside herself with rage at at the cal- 
lousness of these intruders who, 
she thought, would not even per- 
mit the children the little rest 
which sleep afforded them. She 
hurried towards these persons and, 
when she was within hearing dis- 
tance from them, entreated them 
to go back. “Jf you have come 
with the object of looting us, '" she 


. said, °‘ can tell you that your 


people have not left with us any- 
thing of value. Our children bave 
gone to sleep and your vandalism 
will awaken therm. If at all you 
want anything, come in the morn- 
ing. We helpless women and chil- 
dren cannot escape from Your 
clutches during the night. '" 

A lady, who was accompanying. 
the group, replied to her in a very 
polite. way. Zainab was surprised 
at the respectful tone in which that 
lady was addressing ber: ‘“My 
lady, we have not come to take 
away anything from you, for we 
know that what you have said is 
true and there is nothing left with 


(Contd on Pg. 8) 


plied, **O aunt, I was seized by an 
irresistible desire to tell him that 
his dear Sakina had been robbed of 
the earrmgs whick he bad so lov- 


" ingly presented. I wanted to tell 


him that the man had not even 
cared to take them out burt snatched 
them away, tearing ny ear lobes. 
I wanted to tell him that when I 
cried with pain, I had been merci- 
lessly slapped by that beast.’’ The 
child continued sobbing: ““When I 
left fhe tent I was nmning zim 
lessiy in the desert shouting, ‘Fa- 
ther tell me where you are lying. 
Father, Sakina wants to come to 
you and tell you about all the suf- 
ferings she has endured since yol 
left her!’ I felt that the wind 
brought a moaning cry from this 
direction, as if my father was re- 
plying to me: ‘Sakina, my own 
Sakina, come here, come here." I 
came running in this direction and 
I found my fatker lying bere. 
Zainab, my aunt, I narrated to 
him all that I had endured; all that 


you and everybody else had suf-’ 


fered since our parting with hin. 
My narrating everything to him 
lightened my heart and I felt an 
urge to sleep ou his chest, for the 
last time, as I had been sleeping so 
often when he was alive. So I kept 
my head on his chest and slept till 
you came to awaken me." 


Hand in hand with Sakina, 
Zainab returned to the camp. 
Much as she had felt like remain- 
ing. there near Hıussein’s body and 
as Sakina had done, she could not 
do so because she was conscious 
that her sister Umme Knlsum and 
Sakina’s mother were waiting for 
her and Sakina, with fear and 
hope. She hurried back to the 
camp as fast as her tired legs could 
carry her. On reaching the tent, 


you in this limitless desert?’’ The 
echo of her voice was the only 
reply she was getting. In utter frus- 
tration she turned to the place 
where the body of Hussein lay. 
Running towasds Husscin"s body 
she cried: “Hussein, my brother, 
I cannot find Sakina, your own 
darting child, whom you-had left 
to my care. Tell me, brother, 
where shall I look for her in this 
wilderness? °’ As she carne near 
the body, the moon, which had 


been hiding behind dark ciuds, 
came out and lit the surrounding 
area with its pale beams. She saw 
Sakina clinging to the dead body 
of her father and sleeping with her 
head rested oq his chest. For & 
moment Zainab thought that the 
child bad passed away, being un- 
able to bear the torments she was 
subjected to since her father’s 
martyrdom. Slowly she came near 
the child and geotly cried: ‘‘Sak- 
ina, my child, I have come here 
after searching for you ali over this 
desert.’ The girl opened her eyes. 
Even in that dimly lit desert 
Zainab could see that Sakina’s 
eyes were swollen as if she had 
cried her heart out embracing the 
body of her beloved father. She 
gently picked her up in her arms 
and said, ‘“Sakina, tell me what 
made you come here. My child, 
how could you find your father’s 
beheaded body in this dark 
night?’" Innocently the child re- 
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their thirst for revenge. Someone 
from them suggested that the bod- 
jes of the martyrs from Hussein's 
camp should be trampled under the 
hoofs of horses after they had 
given a burial to their own dez 
soldiers. This suggestion led some 
persons from the tribe of Bani 
Asad to get up and protest that they 
would not permit the body of auy 
of Hussein's followers from their 
tribe to be defled in this manner. 
Others got up and similarly ob- 


jected to such treatment being 
meted out to the corpses of 
Hussein’s companiogs belonging 
to their clan or tribe or in any Way 
related to them. Amr Saad seeing 
the opposition decided that only 
the body of Hussein would be 
trampled upûer the feet of horses. 
For this purpose horses were shod 
afresh and the brutes carried out 
their purpose. There was not a soul 
amongst them to say that, though 


` Hussein was not related to him, he 


was the Prophet’s grandson and 
his blood relationship with the 
Prophet deserved better considera- 
tion, if not in life, at least in death. 
Not one amongst them had the 
decency to say that the Prophet of 
Islam has expresèaly enjoined on 
them not to desecrate or defile 
even the corpses of the fallen foes 
who had died in battle against the 
Prophet. When Zainab and Kul- 
sun, the loving sisters of Hussein 


came to know that only Hussein's 


body was singled out for this bar- 
barous deflement, their grief and 
sorrow knew no bounds. But what 
could they do in their utterly help- 
less predicament? 

The night was progressing 
slowly, as if time had come to a 
standstill. Though exhausted, hun- 
gry and thirsty, Zainab realized 
that she bad to perform the duties 


` which now had devolved on her 


because the illness of Ali Zainal 
Abedeen, the only surviving son of 


Hussein, had become aggravated 


by what he had endured. She 
called ber sister Umme Kulsum to 
her and told ber that they had now 


wishes, in fhe best manner they 
could. They both decided that they 
would first count all the children 
to see that none of them was lost 
in fhe wilderness during the pan- 
demonium that had prevailed as a 
result of the arson, and after that, 


they both would, by tum, keep 


vigîl outside the tent. 


Zainab called all the children to 
her and started counting and iden- 
tifyîng each of them. They found 
that one child was missing. To her 
borror and dismay, Zainab found 
that Sakina, the beloved daughter 
of Hussein, whom he had particıu- 
larly requested her to look after, 
before marching out for the last 
time, was not there. In the dark 
night, dimly lit by the pale moon, 
Zainab and Kulsum started the 
search. In vain they were looking 
hither and thither but no trace of 
Sakina was found. With every 
minute qf her vain search for Sak- 
ina, Zainab's anxiety was increas- 
ing. She knew rot where to look 
for her. She was shouting: “O 
Sakina, my darling, tell me where 
are you? Where shall I look for 


here; in fact it is several leagues 
from here. But tell me, ‘why you 
want to Know the way to Najaf?” 
The child innocently replied: “I 
want t0 go to the tomb -of my 
. grandfather Ali in Najaf and tell 
him what your people have done 


away from the ears of Sakina, my 
cousin. and how she was left 


bleeding and in pain.” 
Zainab, who was now in charge 
of thé cariip, according to the last 
wishes of her beloved brother, did 
not know what to do. Should she 
ask all the ladies and children to 


` perish in tbe consuming fire rather 


than ` suffer the indignities they 
were subjected to? Whose counsel 
and advice could sbe take in this 


- hour of trial, for Ali, the ailing son 
` of Hussein, was Iying uncon- 


scious oni the bare floor of one of 
the burning tents? Even the ınat on 
which this young Imam was lying 
had been snatched away. Zainab 
had no alternative but to turn to Ali 
Zainal Abedeen who, though seri- 


. ously ill, was the only person 


whose decision in such a crucial 
matter could be followed. She 
rushed to him and shook him bard 
saying: ‘“O my brother’s son, as 


8 to 
ladies and helpless children of ` i am LSPpcel to yon to tell us 
Hussein and his devoted follow- ' - 


. selves to be devoured by the fires 


that are raging or go out of the 


tents .into the open?’” Zainab, 


*“My aunt, it is our religious duty 
fo do all we can to save our lives. 
We must all leave the tents and go 
out into the open, however unpal- 
atable it may be to us.’ On hearing 
this Zaitab and Kulsum led all the 
ladies and children out of the burn- 
ing tents. She helped Ali Zainal 
Abedeen to go out into the open. 

Soon the fires raging in the 
tents subsided. Only one tent re- 
‘mained though partly damaged by 
tlie fıre. The ladies and children 


` salvaged whatever: they could of 


` dled together in the remnants of 


some shelter. 
With the advent of the night tbe 
moor appeared on the horizon. It 
appeared tinted with red. Whether 
it was due to the effect of the dust 
that was hanging beavily in the 
atmosphere: or whether the silver 
‘orb was .red with anger at the 
atrocities that were perpetrated on 
the .innocent people of the 
Prophet’s house, it is difficult to 
say.. The -thirsty children, who 
were still without water, were g0- 


..img ovt of the tents to open their 


mouths in vain attempts to catch 


` fhe dew that was falling in tiny 


drops. But such was the heat radi- 
ated by the sand that even the dew 
drops were evaporating in the at- 


mosphere. 
The base and despicable in- 
stincts of Amr Saad aod his subor- 


` dînate officers were not gratified 


even with the inhuman tortures 
they had inflicted on the widows 
and orphans in Hussein's camp. 
They were assembled to consider 
how they could further satisfy 


thick. pall of dust was 
fiekl of Karbala as the sm was 


setting. The events of that day,.the 


camage and massacre of saintly 
souls kad cast a gloom on that 
desert tract. An. eerie silence was 
prevailing which was from time to 
time broken by the sond of drım- 
beating to celebrate he victory — 


the hollow victory achieved bya . 


host of well-fed, well-equipped 
solkkiers against a handful of brave 


the sound’ of wailing. from ‘tents 
pitched on a hillock, tents whch 
had been plundered and burnt, 
tents which had been ransackéd, 
looted and pillaged. These. ram- 
shackle tents were the remains of 
Hussein's Camp. The moaning 
sound that was coming from them 
was of the ladies and children of 


the Prophet's house who had suf . 


fered ntold hardships aud indig- 
nities at the hands of Yazid’s 


the camp where fhe defenceless 


ers stayed and, with ruthlessness 
and savagery which only these 
barbarians were capable of, had 
robbed them even of wearing ap- 
they could lay their hands on. The 


son of Ali and Fatima was not 


who had died a Hittle while ago in 
his falher’s arms, with his throat 
pierced by thé arrow of Harmuh. 


نے 


had, during the shost space of a 


few hours, lost all their dear anes 
were brutally beaten and İashed by 


the nıfhless marauders. Not satis- 
fied with their heartless brutality, 
the enemy set fire to the tents. 
What a holocaust it was! A young 
child was seen ‘rushing out of one 
of fhe burriing tents with his 
clothes aflame. One of the edemy 
tion, came to his help and put out 
thi flames. The child looked at 
aot expected t0 find even a spark 


of human feelings in the brutes . 
who had come to inflict tortures on. 


them. Seeing that he was some- 
sobbed: ‘*O Shaikh, when you 


have been so kind to mê, do me ` 


one more favor aid show me the 
way to Najaf.” The man wes very 
much surprised at this request. He 
replied “Najaf is far away from 
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selves front such a situation, they 
„  Sequired the services of dishonêst 


discarded in this modem agê buk: 


of Islamic order. established by thé . 


Moy 15, 1ef/ Pet 


i riy alone tn 


respectî"" Ea her atoiiciieit aint, 


she saw ho face of her ber Ak, 
with deep sorrow depicted on i: 
Sho beard kiye berat Out into ry 
and say: ““Zsineb, I have come kı 
tke over from yoe fe duty of 
guarding the widows ail chiiliren 
of my Hussein, his kinge ani 
companions. O Zainah wlant hare 
those forces of evil and opptemioa 
dpne to you a?" Zin Set ba f 
abe mızst unburdeıs her beert io her 
father. “O Father, base lai ya 


have comc! Where Were yOu wliir 


my AK Akbar and Quaint, Abbey 


and others fell ix the betfeeld? .. 


Where were Jot When: Jer 


our veils and set fine t0 otir ents?” 
These outpouriugs of her hemrt 
were shaking ber body ia convul- 
sions. She regained consciousness 
to find that she was there alone 
lying on the desert sand with her 
clothes wet with the tears flowing 


her head in prostratioe and prayed: 
“*O Allah, give me strength to bear 
the woes that I have to face. Give 


establishment of the Islamic sys- 
tem of govemituent. It prompted 
hundreds of thousands of believers 
` to sacrifice their lives for the cause 
of Islam in every period of lami 
history. ‘Even. in the time of the 
decline of the Muslims, it greatly 
helped in the survival of the Mus- 
lim Ummab. 

The weste colonial powers 
had conquered almost all the Mus- 


Him countries in the eighteenth and . 


the nineteenth ‘but ir spite of their 
superior military power, they 
were still afraid of the Muslims on 


`` account of their belief in the insti 


tution of Shahadat. They feared 
that if at any time some popular 
leader of Muslims reorganized 
them in the light of the philosophy 
of Shahadat, .they would topple 
their goverment. To save thé 


‘the Shahsdat: of *Hazrab “Tain 
Hossein always reminded the be- 
lievers of their duty of restoration 


Holy Prophet, As a result they did 


not pay ary attention to the ° 


Fatawas of theşe hired’ Dléinê: 
From these details it cai’ be ton” 
cluded that Shabadat is a ğreat 


asset of the, Mislim Uminah. anû 8 


eventually it will, help mn egab- 


` ishing the latnie, order ol hê 


face of this earth. 


. tinued their struggle far the 


and Muhammad, ard others. 
Sometimes sbe was looking in the 
diseçtion of the river where lay he 
body of her brother Abbas. Often 
she was looking in the direction 


Ali lay buried. To her mind came 
the memories of the days spent by 
her in Kıufa when her father, aš the 
Khalif, was having his seat in that 
town. With what respect she was 
treated in those days by these very 
people who had not in the least 
hesitated to hurl insults and igno- 
miny at her on this day1 How they 
had vied with each otber in af- 
tempts to humiliate her? Her head 
was reeling with these thoughts. 
bad become unbearable for her. In 
her unconscious state she saw one 
as if he was coming from a long 
distance and wanted to reach there 
post-haste. His fuce was covered 
by a veil. In her trance she felt that 
he was coming to torment the wid- 
ows and children and so she 
shouted at hin to halt. In her fe- 
verish delirium she entreated him 
not to disturb the ladies and chil- 
dren who were sleeping. She felt 
that her requests were not heeded 
by the rider. Burning with wrath 
she rushed towards the rider, 
caught hold of his reins and 
shouted at him: ‘“O Shaikh, J am 
supplicating you to turn back and 
mot to disturb us in our present 
predicament, but you are not lis- 
tening to me. I am tbe granddaugh- 
ter of the Prophet of Islam and 
daughter of Ali and Fatima. Have 


the philosophy of "Shahadat” in 
Islam. Due to this philosophy, 3 
had always been inspiring the be- 
lievers throughout the ages, They 
in various periods of history had 
been trying to establish the Islamic 
system of life revealed by Al 
mighty Allah. Sometimes they 
succêeded in their attempts and on 
occasions they failed to achieve 
materially but their maityrdom 
Was ueVer Wasted. It always 
proved a beaconlight for the sue- 
ceêding generations and they con- ' 


longer thirsty. Let him sleep the 
a ah a 
nothing can wake bim up. See, 
your father, your uncle Abbas and 
your brother Ali Akbar, have not 
id the water from the cool 
springs of heaven because they 
would not touch it sa long 45 YOU, 
my child, remain thirsty. Drink it, 
my chîld, drink it so that those who 
are waiting in Heaven for you to 
quench your thirst, may also tuste 
the water of Kausar.’" Sakina si 
lentiy took the beaker from 
Zainab's hands and drank the 
waler with hot tears rolling down 
her cheeks. Was she recalling how 
her uncle Abbas had gone out to 
fetch water for ber, this same 
water which was now available to 
ker to drink as much as she 
wanted, never to return? 

All the children were served 
food and water after waking them 
up from their tired sleep. Can it be 
imagined how the ladies of the 
house of the Prophet partook of the 
food and water with the memory 
of their dear ones dying without 
auy food and water, still lingering 
in their minds and eating up their 


hearts like cankers? The children 


were put to sleep again. Zainab 
asked all the ladies to sleep and 
undertook to keep a watch outside 
&O that, if any intruders came, she 
could warn them. In spite of he 
protestations of sthe other ladies, 
Zainab would not agree to sleep 
and Jet them keep the watch. “It 
was my brother's wish that, after 
him, I should assume all the re- 
sponsibilities of this caravan of 


captives. I must fulfill te respon ` 


sibilities that have now developed 
on me sccording to his wishes,“ 
she said with a tone of finality. 
Zainab was now making rounds 
of the tent with a half burnt ten- 
pole in her hands. She was some- 
times looking towards the morgue 
where lay the corpses of all her 
dear ones, Ali Akbar, Qasim, Aun 


dear ones for upholding the cause 
of Islam which waf'so déar to him. 
This type of sacrifice of one’s 
life is held in high esteem by al- 
mighty Allah. He equates death of 
a believer as a result of such a 
sacrifice equal to sternal life, In 
this respect the Holy Qoran com- 
mands the believers as under; 
‘And call not those who are 
slain in the way of Allah dead’ 
Nay they are living , oniy you 
perceire rot." (Al-Baqarah ‘the 
Cow'— 154) This verse contains 
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ceeded in scattering the group of 


Zainab’s hands and ran out of the 
tent. Zainab rushed out after her 
shouting: “Sakina, tell me where 
you want to go in this dark out” 
side.'" The child replied: “I am 
taking the water to my brother Ali 
Asghar, who is sleeping amongst 


As soon as Zainab heard that 
her visitor was the widow of that 
brave warrior who had tumed his 
back orı the world with disdain to 
defend ber brother Hussein, and 
gallantly, she offered her condo- 
lences to the widow. **O sister," 
she said, ‘“we are all indebted to 
your husband for laying down his 


The Night of 
Tragedy 


the dead. Did you not tell me that 
it is usual to offer such things to 
the youngest? Ali Asghar is the 
youngest amongst us. I know he 
did not get a drop of water, for, 
when Father brought his still 
body, soaked in blood, from the 
battlefield, my mother had aux- 
iously asked him whether any of 
the soldiers of Amr Saad had taken 
pity on his condition and given him 
water. Father could not say yes in 
repiy to this questiou; be could 
only hang his head down with tears 
rolling down his cheeks. My 
mother and I understood that Ali 


‘O Aunt Zainab, now that water is 
available, let me give it to him.” 

This innocent reply of Sakina 
brought before the eyes of every- 
body the scene of thet morning, 
with the child Ali Asghar’s tragic 
quest for water. All of them wept 
bitterly recalling the memory of 
that infant who had perished with 
parched lips. Controlling herself 
Zainab caught hold of Sakina and 
said: ‘Sakina, Ali Asghar had 
been given water in heaven by 
your Grandfather and he is 'no 


thè peoplè who had invited the 
Imam to Iraq. When the Imam 
reached his destinatiou, he, in- 
stead of his supporters, found a 
huge army of Yazid waiting for 
him. However instead of this de- 
ceit, the Imam did not give in but, 
instead, decided to fight the huge 
army of the enemy with thè help 
of the small group of his kith and 
kin accompanying him. He fought 
with courage and eventually sacri- 
ficed his life and the lives of the 


precious life in defending 
Hussein. He was our guest, but 
alas! he came to visit us at a time 
when we had nothing left to offer 
him. May God grant you patience 
to endure you bereavement." 
Hearing this, Hur’s widow re- 
plied: *‘‘My lady, I know uot how 
I can offer my family.’’ She 
brought the trays of bread and 
water-jugs and placed them before 
Zainab. 

Zainab was reminded of the 
parting wish of her brother: Just 
before leaving, he bad told her 
that, if she got water after his 
death, she should first offer it to 
Sakina. With a beaker full of water 
she went over to where Sakina was 
sleeping and woke her up saying: 
*““Sakîna, my child at last there is 
water for you. Get up, my child, 
and wet your parched lips and 
throat with this refreshing drink. ’" 

Sakina got up from her sleep 
and looked at her aunt. With child- 
like mnocence she asked: “‘Dear 
Aunt, you too have remained 
thirsty for days. Why did you not 
drink it first before waking me 
up?“ Zainab replied with a lump 
in her throat: ‘“My child, it is usual 
to give food and drink to the 
youngest first. Since you are the 


ings of Islam altogether. The ma- 
jority of the believers insisted that 
as envisaged in the teachings of 
Islam, the new rulers must get 
oath of fealty from all the believ- 
ers. Yazid bin Moaviya had to face 
a similar situation. Although a 
large section of the population, to 
save the Muslim polity from the 
international conflicts, had 
obliged Yazid , the new ruler , but 
a number of the prominent Com- 
panions of the Holy Prophet, re- 
fused to take oath of fealty for him. 
Imam Hossein was one of them. 

The monarchy , after estab- 
lishing itself firmly, began to 
usurp all the basic rights of the 
people. Despotic governors in the 
provinces took undue advantage of 
this situation and started oppress- 
ing the people for their ulterior 
aims. The oppressed people natu- 
rally looked for help towards these 
Companions who had refused to 
take oath of fealty for Yazid. They 
did not disappoint them. lınarm 
Hossein prorrised to help them. 
But the despotic kings and rulers 
who survive on their ‘intelligence 
system are never unaware of the 
political developments in their 
countries. Yazid was promptly in- 
formed about the mission of 
Hazrat Imam hossein. He man- 
aged this affair in such a way that 
created difficult situations for the 
Imam. 

To disperse the masses who had 
invited the Imam, Yazid planted 
his own men among the people of 
Iraq. These planted men suc- 


(Contd From Pg. 7) 

you. We have brought some food 
and water. for your children and 
the bereaved ladies of your 
camp.” 

Nothing could have surprised 
people from Yazid’s army, and the 
lady accompanying them, had now 
reached Zainab's tent. She could 
see in the flickering light of the 
torches they were carrying, that 
what the lady had said was correct. 
Some of the men were carrying on 
their heads large trays containing 
bread; others had in their hands 
pitchers full of water. What emo- 
tions this sight of water evoked in 
Zairab’s wounded heart can be 
better imagined than described. 
For this water each and every one 
of her kith and kin, her sons, her 
nephews, her brothers and 
Hussein had craved till death, but 
not a drop was given to ny of 
them. She controlled herself and 
took the lady into the tent. 

Try as she would, Zainab could 
mot recognize this lady who was 
the only one from the enemy’s side 
to have spoken so kindly and re- 
spectfully to her since that eve- 
ning. So she asked her who she 
was and what had induced her peo- 
ple to relent by sending food and 
water. The lady replied: “My 
lady, Iam the widow of Hur, who 
last night came over to your 
brother Hussein from Yazid’s 
army and died this morning fight- 
ing bravely in defense of your 
brother. My husband was a gen- 
eral in Yazid's army, commanding 
a thousand soldiers. When some of 
the soldiers of Amr Saad realized 
that all of you would perish due to 
hunger and thirst, and they would 
not be able to take you before 
Yazid according to his command, 
they decided to depute me to carry 
the food and water for you." 


ossein"s martyrdom is 
landmark in the history 
of Islam. It is a tragic event of the 


`" early Islamic society. Believers 


have been mourning it since that 
time. However in addition to ex- 
pression of sorrow, it has also been 
a source of courage for them. It has 
prevented them from reconciling 
with the institution of monarchy 
which had replaced the Islamic 
form of government. As a result 
they, from time to time , fought 
against the despotic kings and tried 
to establish the Islamic form of 
government, for which Hazrat 
Imam Hossein had laid his life. 

The model of this form of gov- 
ernment was established by the 
Holy Prophet himself. It, as men- 
tioned in the following verse of 
Qoran , was based on the mutual 
consultation of the believers: 

“And whose affairs are decided 
by counsel among themselves.” 
(Surah al-Shura ‘the Counsel — 
38 

This system guaranteed equal 
basic rights to all the subjects of 
the Islamic State. It eliminated all 
forms of exploitation frotn the Is- 
lamic polity which eventually 
proved a blessing for the human- 
ity. But after the reign of the first 
four celebrated Caliphs of the 
Holy Prophet, monarchy suc- 
ceeded to replace the Islamic form 
of government. However the sali- 


" ent features of the Islamic forma of 


government were stil] fresh in the 
minds of their believers and was 
not possible to ignore all the teach- 


